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PREFACHE,

Thework of preparing for publication the Official Records of the
Union and Confederate navies, which was begun July 7, 1884, was
organized under the superintendency of Professor J. R. Soley, U. S.
Navy, at that time librarian of the Navy Department, afterwards
Assistant Secretary of the Navy.

In August, 1890, the work of collecting these records and their clas-
sification was ably continued by his successor, Licutenant-Commander
. M. Wise, U. S. Navy, who, having received ovders to sea, was
relieved by Licutenant-Commander Richard Rush, U. S. Navy, in
May, 18938.

The long-delayed publication was finally authorized by act of Con-
gress approved July 31, 1894, and begun by Mr, Rush. The first
five volumes were published under his eflicient administration, and the
important duty of organizing the oflice for the distribution of these
volumes was accomplished.

In March, 1897, Mr. Rush, having been ordered to sea, was succeeded
by Professor Idward K. Rawson, U, S. Navy, as superintendent,
under whose able administration volumes 6-14 were published.  Pro-
fessor Rawson was detached and ordered to the U, S. Naval Academy
September 20, 1902, and was succeeded by Mr. Charles W, Stewart,

No change is comtemplated at present in the outline of the plan of
publication as approved by the Department. 'T'his plan includes only
the use of such material as may bo certified to be contemporancous
naval records of the war, which is divided into three series, in the
following order of arrangement:

1. 'The first series embraces the veports, orders, and correspondence,
both Union and Confedorate, relating to all naval operations on the
Atlantic and Gulf congts and inland waters of the United States during
tho war of the rebellion, together with the operations of vessels acting
singly, either as cruisers or privateers, in different parts of the world,
These roports are nccompanied by oceasional maps and dingrams,

In this series the papers arve arranged according to squadrons and
flotillas, chronologically; and, as far as possible, the Union reports of
any events are immediately followed by the Confederate reports.

VII



VILL PREFAOEL.

I1. 'The second series embraces the reports, orders, and correspond-
enco relating to— | :

l. The condition of the Union Navy in 1861, hefore the com-
mencement of hostilities, and to its increase during the progress
of the war, including the annual and special reports of the
Secretary of the Navy and chiefs of the various bureaus,

2. The construction and outfit of the Confederate Navy, includ-
ing privateers, setting forth also the annual and special reports
of the Confederate Sceretary of the Navy and chiefs of bureaus.

3. Statistical data of all vessels, Union and Confederate, as far
as can be obtained.

4, Returns of naval and military property captured by the
navies of both sides during the war.

5. Correspondence relating to naval prisoners.

This series is also arranged chronologically in each of the above
scetions, as far as practicable.

IIL. The third series embraces all reports, orders, correspondence,
and returns of the Union and Confederate authorities not specially
relating to the matter of the first and sccond series,

It is the intention of the Department to introduce throughout the
volumes of the different series illustrations of each class or type of
vessels referred to, in order to preserve the identity of these ships
as they actually appeared during the war. “These cuts have been
reproduced either from photographs of the vessels themselves or from
the carefully prepared drawings made from official sources,

Much difliculty has been found in collecting the records, for, while
the oflicial reports of commanders of fleets and of vessels acting singly
are on file in the Navy Department, it is found that the correspond-
ence between flng-oflicors and their subordinates is frequently missing.
Without this squadron correspondence the historical value of the work
would necessarily be impaired, and the Department therefore has
spared no paing to secure the letter hooks and papers of the chiof
actors on both sides. These papers have for the most part been
obtained, and they have been copionsly used in the compilation of
the work. 'The reports of the Union commanders ave full and fairly
complete. 1t is to be regretted, however, that the Confedorate rec-
ords are not equally complete, due to the great difliculty found in
collecting them, and also to the fact that a large part of the archives
of the Confedorate Navy Departmont was burned at the close of the
war, Frequent careful searches throughout various parts of the
country, conducted by a special agent of the Dopartment, have
brought to light many duplicates of these papers, found among the
personal files of participants, It is hoped that the publication will
revive the interest of participants in the events referred to, and lead
them to bring to the notice of the Department, the whersahouts of any



PREFAOER, IX

papers bearing upon naval operations in the civil war of which they
may have knowledge.

The nineteenth volume of the records (Series I, vol. 19), which has
recentiy been published by the Department, gives the operations of
the West Gulf Blockading Squadron from July 15, 1862, to March 14,
1863. The present volume (Series I, vol. 20) gives the operations of
the West Gulf Blockading Squadron from March 18 to December 31,
1863. ~ ’

The reports and correspondence are placed chronologically, with a
distinet heading for every paper. In the record of cvents in which
both sides took part the Confederate reports (where they could be
obtained) immediately follow the Union reports, while the miscella-
ncous Confederate correspondence is placed at the end of the volume.
Reference to the table of contents will show the context of these Con-
federate papers. It is believed that the chronological arrangement
of the records, in connection with the full and complete index to each
volume, will afford ample means of reference to its contents without
other subdivision or classification. In reports of special or single
events, in which the papers bear gpecific relation to those events, the
chronological order has been somewhat modified, and such documents
have been placed together in the compilation.

Cuarces W, Stewart,
Compiler.
NaAvY DerarrmenT,
Washington, D. €., Deceinber, 1905,

Nore.—The tfollowing is an extract from the law governing the dis-
tribution of the sets comprising the publication (act of Congress
approved July 31, 1894): '

*¥ % ¥ Of said number, six thousand eight hundred and forty
copies shall be for the use of the House of Representatives, two thou-
sand one hundred and twelve copies for the use of the Senate, and one
thousand and forty-cight copies for the use of the Navy Department
and for distribution by the Sceretary of the Navy among oflicers of
the Navy and contributors to the work. The quotas herein authorized
of suid publication for the Senate and House of Representatives shall

-be sont by the Secretary of the Navy to such libraries, organizations,
and individuals ag may he designated by the Senators, Represonta-
tives, and Delegates of the Fifty-third Congress, it being the purpose
of this distribution herein provided for to place these records in public
libraries, and with permanent organizations having libraries, so far us
such libraries may exist in the several States and Terrvitories. Kach
Senator shall designate not exceeding twenty-four and each Repre-
sentativo and Delegate not exceeding nineteen of such addresses, and
the volumes shall be sent thereto from time to time, as they are pub-
lished, until the publication is completed; and all sets that may not
be ordered to be distributed as provided herein shall be sold by the
Secretary of the Navy for cost of publication, with ten per centum
added thereto, and the proceeds of such sale shall be covered into the



X PREFACE,
Treasury. If two or more sets of said volumes are ordered to the
same address, the Secretary of the Navy shall inform the Senators,
Representatives, or Delegates who have designated the same, who
thereupon may designate other libraries, organizations, or-individuals.
The Sceretary of the Navy shall inform distributees at whose instance
the volumes are sent.

The following joint resolution regarding the distribution of the
work was approved January 30, 1896:

Lesolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United
States of damnerica in Congress assemdled, That the Seeretary of the
Navy be, and he is herchy, authorized and directed to send the undis,
tributed copies of the Official Records of the War of the Rebellion,
both of the Union and of the Confederate navies, to such libraties,
organizations, and individuals as may be designated hefore the meet-
ing of the next Congress by the Representatives in the Fifty-fourth
Congress of the districts whose Representatives in the Fifty-thirvd
Congress failed to designate the distributees of their quota of said
Official Records or any part thereof, as authorized hy the act of Con-
gress approved July thirty-first, cighteen- hundred and ninety-four,
and the joint resolution approved Marelrsecond, eighteen hundred and
ninety-five, to the extent and in the manner and form provided in
said act. -

The following is an extract from the act of Congress of May 28
The foll g'is tract from the act of Cong f May 28,
1896, which incrensed the edition from 10,000 to 11,000 copies:

¥ % % For printing, binding, and wrapping one thousand addi-
tional copies of series one, volumes one, two, three, and four, for sup-
plying officers of the Navy who have not received the work, two
thousand four hundred dollars,



ORDER OF COMPILATION OF NAVAL WAR RECORDS.

SERIIES 1.

—

. Operations of the eruigers, 1861-1865.

Union eruisers.
West Indin (Flying) Squadron, under Acting Rear-Admirsl Wilkes, 1,8, N, 18621863,
West Indin (Flying) Squadron, under Acting Rear-Admiral Lardner, U, 8. N, 1863-1864,
Confederate ernisers and privateers,

ja-3

. Operations in tho Gulf of Mexico, Jannary to June 7, (861

Surrender of the Pensacola Navy Yard,
Cooperation of the Navy in the relief of Fort Plekens,

j o)

. Operations on the Atlantic Coast, January to May 13, 1861,

Cooneration of the Navy in the attempts to relieve Fort Sumter,
Abandonment and destruction of the Norfolk Navy Yard.
flome Sguadron, under Flag-Officer Pendergrast, 1.8, N,

-

. Operations on the Potomae and Rappahannock Rivers, 1861-1865.

Potomae Flotilla, under Commander Ward, U, 8, N, 1861,
Potomite Mlotillg, under Captain Craven, U, S, N, 1861,

Potomace Flotilla, under Licutenant Wyman, 1, 8, N., 1861-1862,
Potonmue Flotilla, under Commodore Harwood, U, 8, N,, 1862-1863,
Potomac Flotilla, under Commander Parker, U, 8. N,, 18631865,

=t

. Atlantie Blockading Squadrons, 1861-18065.

Atlantie Blockading Squadron, under Flag-OMicer Stringham, U, 8, N,, May 13, to Sept, 23, 1861,

West Indin Squadfon, under Flag-Ofticer Pendergrast, U8, N,, 1861,

Naval Defenses of Virginla and North Carvoling, under Flag-Ofiicer Barron, ¢, 8, N,
Atlantie Blockading Squadron, under Fiag-OfMicer Goldshevough, U, 8, N, 1861,

North Atlantie Blockading Squadron, under Rear-Admiral Goldshborough, U. S, N,, 1861-182,

Naval defenses of Virglonin and North Caroling, under Flag-Oficer Lyneh, ¢, 8, N,

Jumesg River Squadron, under Flag-Oficer Buchanan, ¢, 8, N,

James River Squudron, under Flag-Ofleer Tattnall, ¢, 8, N,

Jamey River Flotilla, under Commodore Wilkes, U, S, N, 1862,

North Atlantie Blockading Squadron, under Acting Rear-Admirml Lee, U, S, N, 18621864,

James River Squadron, under Flag-Offieers Forrest and Mitehell, €, S, N,

* Nuval Defenses Inland Waters of North Carolina, under Commander Pinkney, ¢, S, N,

* Naval Defenses Cape Fear River, North Caroling, under Flag-Officer Lyneh, L8, N,
North Atlantie Blockading Squadron, under Rear-Admiral Porter, U, 8, N., 1861-1865,

James River Squadron, under Flag-Ofiteers Mitchell and Semanes, ¢ 8, N,

* Naval Defenses Cape Fear River, North Caroling, under Flag-Ofticer Pinknoy. C. 8, N,
North Atlantie Blockading Squadron, under Aeting Rear-Admiral Radford, U, 8, N,, 1865,
South Atlantic Blockading Squadron, under Reav-Admiral Du Pont, U. 8. N,, 1861-1863,

* Naval Defenses of South Caroling and Georgia, under Flag-Ofticer T'at{nall, ¢, 8 N,

* Naval Defensgesof Chiarleston Harbor, South Caroling, nnder Flag-Oftleer Ingraham, (L8N,
South Atlantie Blockading Squadron, under Rear-Admiral Dahlgren, U, SN, 1863-18065,

# Naval Defenses of Charleston Havbor, South Caroling, under Flag-Olicer Tucker, C.8, N,

Naval Defenses of Savannah, Gr,, under Plag-Ofticers Hunter and Tattnall, G, 8, N,

*'The Confederate materinl under this head is very seant, 1t is thorefore hoped that those who
have any Confederate naval documents upon the subject will communiente with the Oftice of Naval

War Records, Navy Department, Washington, D, C
X1
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6, Gull Blockading Squadrons, 186]--1865.

aulf Bloekading Squadran; under Flag-Ofilcer Mervine, U, 8, N., 1861,
Gulf Blockading Squadron, under Flag-Ofticer Mc¢Kenn, U, 8. N, 1861-1862,
* Misslssipp! River Defenses, under Flag-Ofileer Holling, €, &, N,
East Gulf Bloeknding Squadron, under Flag-Ofticer MeKean, U, S, N, 1562,
Fast Gulf Blockading Squadron, under Acting Rear-Admiral Lavdner, U, 8, N., 1862,
East Guli Blockading Squiadron, under Acting Rear-Admiral Badley, U, S0 N, tS62-18461,
East Gulf Bloekading Squadron, under Captain Greene, U, 8, N., 1861,
Eanst Gulf Blockading Squadron, under Acting Rear-Admiral Streibling, U, SN, 186 1-1865,
West Gulf Blockading Squadron, under lag-Officer Faveagut, U7, S, N., IS62-1863,
Mortar Flotilla, under Commander Porter, U, 8. N,, 1862,
Lower Mississippl River Defenses, under Commander J, K. Miteheli, €080 N, 1862,
* Mobile Defenses, under Flag-Ofticer Randolph, ¢, 8. N,
Trans-Mississippl Marine Department, under Major f.eon Smith, €, 8, A!
West Gulf Blockading Squadron, under Commodore Bell, U, 8, N, (ad interlin), 1863,
West Gulf Blockading Squadron, under Rear-Admiral Farragnut, U, S, N, 1861,
*Mobile Defenses, under Admiral Buchanan, ', S8, N,
West Gulf Blockading Squadron, under Commodore Palmer, U, S, N., 15611865,
West Gulf Blovkading Squadron, under Acting Rear-Admiral Thateher, U, 8, N, 1865,
* Mobile Defenses, under Flag-Officer Farrand, C. 8. N,

7. Operations on the Western Rivers, 18611865,

Nuval Forees on Western Waters, under Commander Rodgers, U, S, N, 1861,
Navul FPorees on Western Waters, under Flag-Officer Foote, U, 8. N, 1861-1862,
* Missleddppt River Defenses, under Flag-Oflicer Holling, ¢!, S, N,
wNaval IForces on Western Waters, under Flag-Oficer Davds, U, 8, N., 1562,
* Mississippl River Defense Fleet, under Captain Montgomery, .S, A,
* Misstesippl River Defenses, under Commmander R, I, Pinkney, ¢ SN,
* Mississippi Rivoer Detenses, under Flag-Officer Lyneh, €, 8 N,
Mississippl Squadron, under Resr-Admiral Porter, U, S, N, 1862-1861,
Mississippi Squadron, under Acting Rear-Admieal Lee, U, S, N, 1864-1865,
*Naval Defenses of Red River, Loulsinna, under Licutenant J, H, Carter, €8, &, N,

*'The Confederate materinl under this head fs very seant, 1t Is therefore hoped that those who
have any Confedernte naval doctinents upon the subjeet will communiente with the Oflee of Naval
War Records, Navy Depnrtment, Washington, D, ¢,



UNUTED STATES VESSELS OF WAR SERVING LN THE WEST GULF BLOCKADING SQUAD-
RON, MARCUH 15 TO DECEMBER 31, 1563,

. ; ;
Name, Rate. i’l‘ommge.t Class,

Albatross...o.ooooooiia.. IFourth ! 378 | Serew steamer.....oieaa..... ?
ANLONI .o Fourth .., .! 666 ... doL i :
Arlzonn oo Third..... ‘ 959 | Side-wheel stemmner

Arkansas ..ol Third..... “ 752 ! Serow stenmer.................. :
Aroostook ... Fourth ... 507 Lo 0 |
Arthur oo Fourth ... 551 [ Bark.oooiooiii i ’
Barratarin.........ooooooL Fourth : (*) ! Tronelnd ..o,
Bienville ... ..ol L Second .. .| 1,538 | Side-wheel steamer ............
BohiO. . vvoei e ! Fourth } 196 Brig ........ e
Brooklyu.......ooooiiiin, Second ... 2,070 | Serew steamer......e
Cathoun.......... R, Fourth l 508 1 Side-wheel steamer ... L.
COYUEN e ' Fourth ‘ 57 | Serew steamer..iaeee,
Charlotte . coovnne v onns, ' Fourth .../ 70 | SChOONCT vviviieiinerineinens
Choeurn .o i, Fourth ... 507 Serew steamer...oooao.
Cireassian ..., i CPourth ... 1750 b Bt e
Clifton ............. e cFourth L 5921 Side-wheel stenmer

Colorado ..o , First...... : 420§ Serew stenmier.ooo !
Commodore .......oovveena.., ' Fourth ., . K0 ! Slde-wheel steamer ‘
Coryphemws oo | Fourth ol 1001 Yaeht ..., e
Diann oo Fourth ... (k) Side-wheel stenner .o.o....... !
ISR e | T'hird. . ... | 1,000 | Tronelnd stenmer. oo, |
Fstvelln. oo, Fourth .. ! 438 1 Slde-wheel steamer oo
Fugenle ..o | fourth L, . 150 1+ Schooner. ... e
Fearnot ... oo, U Fourth .., 1Lo12  Storeship oo, ‘
GUNICSEC Lo iin e vee. Third, .., S03 | Serew SeAmer. . .o
Gertrude ..., s S Fourth .., B0 Lo I
Grapfte Clty ..ol Fourth .., 316 | Side-wheel stenmer oLl !
Hartlord ... oiiion sSeeond ... 2,900 | Serew Sleamer . oooeeiee e ‘
Henry Jones. ... B Fonrth .. 260 | Mortarsehooner, ..o
Hollyhoek § oo .. Fourth .., 300 | Side-wheel steamer ...,
Horace Beals oo oooaao Pourth o, 200 1 Barkentine...ooooviinn i
Tdaooeoini, e s IFourth ... 108 ] Serew steamer. oocevieeenone. ‘
HASEI i iniienens i Fourth ... O T [
JoC KuhnoL L DR "Fourth ... s88 | Bark,,..., e e |
Jasmine oo e : Fourth ... 122 | Serow steamer. ..o, L
JohnGeiMth ool CkFowrth .., 246 L Mortar sechooner, ..o
John Podnekson. oo, " lourth .., TRY U Side-wheel steamer oL
Kanawhao o.oovoviiiiniiinn.., " Fourth L., H07 1 SCTeW SICRIMET. et '
Katahdii, oo ovnvnne. Fourth L w7 Ao, e S |
Kennebee oo, veeeveeen. Fourth . 7 L doa, e e, l
Kenstnglon.......ooooeen., Phird,., l,u.’»‘.!f.....tln.............. ............ !
Kenwood. . oooiiiiiiiieneenes | Fourth ... W2 Side-wheel steamer ... RPN
Kineo oo e .. Fourth ... HO7 | Serew SECRIMer. e
Kittathuny . ooevin.os veerens Fourth ... 421 SEHOONOT o\t
Lackawannn ,.......... P ! Fourth . 205 ; serew steamer. ..., . e
Marin A, Wood ool CTourth ... 314 Mortar schooner. oo,
Misstasippi. . ooooniioiii P second ... 1,602 | Side-wheel steamer ..., ..
Monongaheln ..ol ... Second .., 1,378 | Serew steamer.. ..o
New London ..o, O Fourth L, 221 0
Mightingale .o CVourth | 1,060 ShIP
L TR 1 I 1 ~ Fourth ... 199 - Mortar Sehooner.coveeeivnienns
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UNITED STATES

VESSELS OF WAR.

UNITED STATES VESSELS QF WAR SERVING IN CHE WESTGQULF BLOCKADIN(G SQUAD-
RON, MARCH 15 T0O DECEMBER 31, 1863--Continued,

Nune,
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R REEE Ceny
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WEST GULF BLOCKADING SQUADRON.

FROM MARCH 16 TO DECEMBER 31, 1863.

Operations above Lort udson, Mareh 15 to My 6, 1863,

[’l“vlugqun.] ’
U9 1Rk
;UL 8, JRKasume Harrror,

Balvnis Warnegiton, Miss., March 19, 1863.
S T have to repoxtdhiat the Tt ford and Albatross passed the
rebel batteries at .l.’ortﬁuds%m during the night of the 14th instant, with
the loss of 2 men killed and 2 wowided,  The other vessels did not
pass, from somoe cause which is sge'vet unknown to me. I learn from
rehel papers that t *))z's.@i.%l})]% was destroyed,
At brund Ceulf a rebel battery of four rifled picces engaged us this
morning (19th), but we passed up, losing 2 men killed and 6 wounded.
Woe arrived off Warrenton at 4 p. m, this day,
Very respectfully,
D. G, FFarracur,
Leear- Admirad,
Hon. Gipron W RLLES,
Keerctary of the Navy, Washington, D. (.

Roport of Roar-Admiral Farragut, U, 8, Navy, regarding movementa of the flagship above
Port Hudson,

Ifnaasure HaArTrorp,

i Below Warventon, Miss., March 19, 1863,

s On tho morning of tho 15th instunt we dropped down the river
to nearly within range of the Port Hudson batteries, for the purpose
of ascertaining if it was possible to communiceate across the peninsula,
ns I had an aemy signal officer on board for that. purpose, but we could
seo nothing from the mastheads, 1 fired three signal guns, as agreed
upon with General Banks, to notify him of our safe passagoe, and wo
roceeded on up to the mouth of Red River, whither the rebel steamers
md all preceded me,

I arrived off Red River on tho morning of the 16th, and remained
thero during the day, exercising tho crew at target practice. Tho
next morning (17th) I got underway and proceeded up to Natchez,
where I anchored for the night, tore down a portion of the telegraph
communicating hoetween that place and Port Hudson, and sent a dis-
patch (A) to the mayor by the hand of Captain Jenkins,  On the follow-
ing morning (18th) got underway and \)mcouded up to within a few
miles of Grand Gulf and anchored for the night.

' 3



4 WEST GULEK BLOCKADING SQUADRON,

This morning (19th) got underway, and at 7 a. m, we were fired
upon by a battery of four guns (vifled) from a cliff at Grand Gulfy we
ongaged this battery and continued the action until we had passed up
out of range,

Our losses were 2 men killod and 6 wounded. T herewith enclose the
fleet surgeon’s report (B).  Thig is the only batiery we have encoun-
tered in our passage from Port Hudson,

About 10 miles above Grand Gulf we saw the wreck of the fdian-
ola, on the right bank of the rviver, She was partially submerged,
and her upper works appear to have been very much shattered hy an
explosion, although there is gtill much valuable iron on her, which
will he probably taken by the rebels, as 1 understand an individual
has contracted with the Confederate Government to raise her,

I anchored to-day at 4 p. m. o few miles helow Warrenton, Miss,

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant,
D, G. Farraaur,
Lecar-Admiral.
Hon, Grorox WrLLeS,
Seeretary of the Nuwy.

{Enelosures.)

U. S, Fraasnore Harrrorp,
Of Natehez, Miss., Maveh 17, 1863,
Stir: I truse that it is unnecessary to remind you of my desire to
avoid the necessity of punishing the innocent for the guilty, and to
express to you the hope that the scene of fiving on the United States:
boats will not be repeated by cither the lawless people of Natchez or
by the guerrilla forces; otherwise I shall he compelled to do the aet
most repugnant to my feelings by firing on your town in defense of
my people and the honor of my flag.
I shulll he most happy to see his honor the mayor on honrd.
Very vespectiully,
D. G Farracur,
LRear-Admiral,
His honpr the Mayor or Narcnz, Miss,

Fraasie Harvrrorn, Mareh 19, 1863,

S I have the honor to report the following: easualtics on hoard
this ship during the engagement with the batteries in passing Grand
Crulf this morning, viz:

Iilled,—Charles Sweeney, landsman, shot in head; Dennig Driscoll,
landsman, shot, in abidomen,

Wounded.—Willinm Brown, seaman, arm, slightly; James Robbins,
landsman, knee, slightly; John Brown, marine, head, slightly; Michacl
Corcoran, marine, shoulder, slightly; William Luther, landsman, head,
slightly; Patrick Cook, marine, side, slightly.

Total, 2 killed, 6 wounded,
1 am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. M, oz,
Ileet Surgeon.
" Rear-Admiral D, G, Farracur,
Commanding West Guilf Blockading Squadron,



WEST GULEF BLOCKADING SQUADRON, b
[Pelegrum,)

Carroy 1, Maveh 24, 1863,

Just received communieation from Licutenant-Confmander Braese,
dated Black flawk, March 20,

The ariford is below Warrenton,  Admiral Farragut’s sceretary
cume on bonrd this morning, en route to Admiral Porter. It will take
him o week at least to communicate and get back,  He says that the
Hurtford passed the fort.  The others were repulsed, and one they
saw in {lames. It is believed that the Mississippi was the ship
destroyed,

AL M. PeNNOCK,
: Ilect Captain and Commandant of" Station,

Hon, Gioron WiLLES,

Seeretary of the Nawvy.

Lettor from Roar-Admiral Farragut, U, 8, Navy, to Major-Genoral Grant, U, 8. Army,
regarding tho breaking up of the Red Rivor trado.

U, 8. Fraaspie Harrrorp,
selow Viekshury, | Mareh 20, 1863,

Sy T herewith transmit to you, by the hand of my scervetary, a
dispateh from Major-General N, P, Banks, Tt was sent up to me the
evening I was to pass the batteries at Port Hudson,

Having learned that the enemy had the Red River trade open to
Vickshurg and Port Hudson and that two of the gunboats of the upper
fleet had heen ceaptured; 1 determined (o puss up and, if possible,
recapture the bouts and stop the Red River trade, and this I ean do
most eftectually it T ean obtain from Rear-Admiral Porter or yourself
conl for my vessels, By my trip up the river 1 have become perfectly
nequainted with the enemy’s forees on the hanks and his bonts in the
ncdjneent waters,

1 shall he most happy to avail myself of the enrliest moment to have
a consultation with yourself and Rear-Admiral Porter ny to the nssist-
ance I ean render you at this place; and if none, then I will return to
the mouth of the Red River and earry out my original designs,

Very rvespectfully, your obedient servant,
, D. G, Farracur,
Rewr- Admiral,
Major-General U, S, Granr,
Comananding U, S, Forees, Viekshury.

Lotter from Major-Goneral Banks, U, 8, Army, to Major-Genoeral Grant, U. 8. Army, making
statoment of position, forco, and plans,

Hoors, Deraresent or e Gury, 19t Army Conrps,
: Baton Rouge, March 13, 1863,
Grneran: Anticipating the success of Admiral Farragut’s proposed
attempt to run the enemy’s battories at Port Hudson and to open
communication with you, I will avail myself of the opportunity to
give you u statement of our position, force, and intentions,



6 WEST GULEF BLOCKADING SQITADRON,

We have at Baton Rouge a foree of about 17,000 effective infantry
and one negro regiment, one regimeut of heavy artillery, with six
light batteries, one 20-pounder battery, a dismounted company of
artillery, and ten companies of cavalry, of which eight are newly
raised and hardly to be counted on. Of this three regiments of
infantry, the heavy artillery, meaning the siege train, the dismounted
artillery, and one company of eavalry will remain at Baton Rouge.

Leaving this force to hold the position of -Baton Rouge, we march
to-day upon Port Hudson by the Bayou Sara road to make a demon-
stration upon that work for the purpose of cooperating in the move-
ment of the fleet,

The best-information we have of the enemy’s foree places it at
25,000 or 30,000, This and his position precludes the iden of an
assault upon our part, and accordingly the main object of the present
movement is a diversion in favor of the Navy, bat we shall of course
~avail ourselves of any advantage which oceasion may offer,

Should the admiral succeed in his attempt, 1 shall try to open com-
munication with him on the other side of the river; and in that event
trust I shall hear from you as to your position and movements, and
especially as to your views of the most ceflicient mode of cooperation
upon the part of the forces we respectively command,

Very respeetfully, your obedient servant,
A N, P. Banks,
Major- Generaly Commanding.
Major-General U, S, Girant,
“Comamanding Depavtment of the Tennessee,

Letter from Rear-Admiral Farragut, U. 8, Navy, to Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U, 8. Navy,
requesting an interview.

U. 8. Fracsnie Harrrory, [ Mareh 20), 1863,

Drar Apyiran: Having learned by the secesh papers that two of
your vessels had gone down the river and had been eaptured by the
enemy’s gun and river boats, thus putting it out of your power to pre-
vent the supplies from Red River to Port Hudson, beside the evils
arising from having an ironelad, the /ndianola, to act against us, Ideter-
mined to attempt to pass the batteries at Port Hudson, come up,
destroy or recapture the boats you had lost, and blockade Red River,
It appears, however, that the fates were against me, for my other ves-
sols wero beaten back and the Aississippi was destroyed, 1 have there-
fore come up to consult with you, to sce if 1 ¢an obtain coal for my
vessels from you, and if I can he of greater assistance to yourself and
the commanding general by vemaining here than by returning to the
mouth of Red Rivor, which we will settle upon by consultation,

I will be most happy to see you, or to learn your views in any way
most agrecable to yourself.

ery truly, your friend and obedient, servant,
D. G. Farraaur,
Rear- Admiral,
Acting Rear-Admiral Davinp D, Porreg,
Commanding Western I'lotilla.
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Letter from Major-General Grant, U, 8, Army, to Rear-Admiral Farragut, U, £ Navy,
referring to the absence of Rear-Admiral Porter in the Yazoo River.

Marcrn 21, 1863,

Apmiran: Hearing nothing from Admiral Porter, I have determined
to send youn barge of coal from here.  The barge will be east adrift
from the upper end of the canal at 10 o’clock to-night. Troops on the
opposite side of the point will be on the lookout, and should the barge
run into the eddy, will start it adrift again, )

Admiral Porter is now in Deer Creek, or possibly in the Yazoo,
helow Yazoo City. I hope to hear from him this evening.,  As soon as
Ido I will prepare dispatches for General Banks and forward them
to you.

I have sent o force into the Yazoo River by the way of Yazoo Pass,
Hearing of this forceat Gireenwood, Miss!, and hearing that the enemy
were detaching a large force from Vicksburg to go and meet them,
determined Admiral Porter to attempt to get gunboats in the rear of
the enemy. T hope to hear of the suceess of this enterprise soon.

I'am, admiraly very respectfully, your obedient servant,
U. S, Granr,
Major- General,
Admiral Farracur, .S, Navy.

Lotter from Major-General Grant, U, 8, Army, to Rear-Admiral Farragut, U, 8, Navy,
. rogarding the furnishing of coal,

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE TENNBESSER,
. DBefore Vieksburg, Mavch 22, 1863.

Apmiran: I regret that Admiral Povter has not been here to answer
your communications, On the subject of your communication in
regard to furnishing coal, it can always he supplied cither hy the
admiral or myself, supposing that it can be successfully flonted past
the hatteries at Vickshurg, \ :

It is o matter of the utmost importance to cut off trade with the Red
River country, 1 do not know what Admiral Porter would suggest
if he were here, but I think he might possibly spare one or more of
his rams,

I have not heard whether the barge of conl started to you last night
reached its destination or not.  Hoping that this coal veached you all
right, T remain,

Very respectfully, your ohedient servant, _
U. 8. GrANT,
Majop- General.
Admiral Farraaur,
Commanding Guly’ Squadron.

Letter from Rear-Admiral Farragut, U, 8, Navy, to Major-General Grant, U, 8, Army,
regarding construction of a battery at Warrenton, Miss,

Fraasure Havrrorn, Mareh 22, 1863.
GrNerAL: I am most happy to inform you that the coal barge
arrived safely and wo are now coaling from her. She is much larger
than our neccessities required, but it 1s & good fault and we will carry
her down with us,
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I see the enemy is building a very formidable casemated work at
Warrenton, [ fived ut it yesterday coming up, but I think did it little
or no injury. I sce they are at work on it again and shall interrupt
them to-day with an oceasional shot or shell to prevent their annoying
moe on my way down, but if you think proper to make a little expedi-
tion over that way to destroy it, my two vessels will he al your serv-
ice as long as L am here.  Onmy way down I shall pass close to it and
do my best to destroy it, but I suppose that will not amount to much,
as they will soon he able to repair the damages,  "They do not appear
to have any amount of armed foree there, but uite an extensive work-
ing force, which I have just ordered a gunboat down to break up.

I'will be happy to receive your dispateh for General Banks.  There
are no other hatteries hetween this place and Red River except Grand
Gulf, where they have four 20 and 30 pounder Parrott guns, and they
annoyed us very much coming up.  There are no steamers on the
Mississippi River between here and Red River, or were not when |
came up, and if they have come outl sinee, 1 will have them below me
when I'go down, so that it Admiral Porter wishes to send down any
of his boats, he will know what they will have to contend with,

I am greatly obliged to you for your politeness, and renmin,

Your ohedient servant,
D. G, Farracur,

General U, S, Grane,

Commanding U, S. Aruy, Viekshurg.

If you wish to send over a foree to break up Warrventon, these

vessels will he at your service while we remain here,
Very respectfully,
D. G. T

Lottor from Major-Goeneral Grant, U, 8, Army, to Major-Goneral Banks, U, f. Army,
regarding oporations in Yazoo Rivor,

Brrore Vicxssurda, Mareh 22, 1863,
-Sue Your communication of the 18th instant, per Admiral Farragut,
was duly received, ‘

The continnous high water and the nature of the country ahmost
precluding the possibility to land o foree on the east bank of the Mis-
sissippi anywhere above Vicksburg, has induced the hope that you
would he able to take Port Hudson and move up to Black River, "By
the use of your transports 1 could send you all the force you would
require.

Finding the canal commenced here last summer by General Thomas
Willinms, I have prosecuted that work, and would before this have had
it completed to the width of 60 feet but for the heavy rise in theriver
breaking in the dam across the upper end. It is exceedingly doubtful
if this canal can be made of any practical uge, even it completed.  The
enemy havo established o battery of heavy guns opposite the mouth
of the canal, completely commanding it for one-half its length.

Soon after taking command here T conceived the iden of gotting
possession of the Yazoo River by the way of Moon Iake and Yazoo
Pasg,  Five gunboats were furnished for this expedition, and 1 sent in
addition a division of troops, to which has since been added consider-
able reinforcements,  This enterprise promised most fairly, but for
some cause our troops delayed so as to give the enemy timo to fortify,
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My last information from this commind was to the 17th, They
were at Greenwood, on the Yazoo, a fortified place, and had abandoned
all idea of getting past until they could receive additional ordnance
stores, By a prompt movement Yazoo City could have been eaptured
without opposition. ‘ ’ o

Admiral Porter, with five gunboats, and Major-General Sherman,
with a division of troops, are now attempting to get into the Yazoo hy
way of Steele’s Bayou, Black Bayou, Deer Creek, Rolling Fork, and
the Sunflower, They got inas far as Deer Creck without any great
difliculty, but I fear a fuilure of getting favther. :

"This experiment failing, there is nothing left for me but to ‘collect
all my strength and attack Haynes’ Blufl.  This will necessarily be
attended with much ioss, but I think it can he done,

The best aid you ean give me, if you can not pass Port Hudson, will
he to hold as many of the enemy there us possible. It they could he
sent T could well spare you one army corps to enable you to get up
the river, My effective foree, including all arms, will be between
60,000 and 70,000, if 1 bring all from Memphis that can be spared in
an emergeney.,

An attack on Haynes’ Blufl' ean not possibly take place under two
weeks, if so soon, My forees are now seattered, and the difliculty of
getting {ransportation is very greaf, ’

U, S, Grax,

Major-General N, P, Banks, 7
Conmanding Departiment of {he (Fulf.

Lettor from Rear-Admiral Farragut, U, 8, Navy, to Major-Goneral Grant, U, 8. Army,
. reforring to the blockade of Rod River,

U, & Fracsiume Harrrorn,
Below Viekshury, Marel 22, 1863,

Gunirarn: T have just received your several communications and one
for General Banks, which T hope to be able to convey to him in the
course of a fow days, as I will probably leave here to-morrow or the
next day ab furthest,

I vegret that T did not see Admiral Porter, as hie no doubt would
have sent down at least two of Gieneral Kllets rams.  The two rams
and one ironclad would make the blockade of Red River complete.
T'here ave only two hoals fitted ag rams, the Queen of the West and the
Webb, 'There are also the Beatty, and another river hoat fitted with
cotton hales, for the purpose of hoarding our gunboats, but carry no
guns, The Webb is at Alexandrin repaiving, and the Queen of the West
is now 1 the Atchafalaya,  The moment we have the mouth of the
river they transport all their provisions for Vicksburg and Povt Hud-
son across the river to Angoln Place, and then they travel up to this
place by Innd. 1 had hoped to have suflicient force not to have dis-
turbed the admiral, but as my vessels failed to get pust Port Hudson
(in fact L know one was burned, and I find it l'eport:e(t that another was
sunk, but this last 1 do not believe), my services are so important below
that I shall be compelled to return to New Orleans and the coast vevy,
soon. I still cherish the hope that I will find some one of my gallant
fellows at the mouth of Red River, which will enable me to leave soon,

K1)
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I know that General Banks does not think that he has suflicient force
to abtack Port Hudson with any chance of success.

Wishing you every success in your diflicult operations, Lagain tender
you my thanks and remain, your obedient servant, ;
D. G. Farracur,
Major-General U S, Grant,

Commanding Depariment of the [Tennessee.

Letter from Lioutonant-Commander Broose, U, 8, Navy, to Rear-Admiral Porter, U, 8. Navy,
rogarding the ram floot.

U. S, Mississiert SQUADRON, Murch 272, 1863,
Drar Sir: Captain Walke has just come up.  He says General Illet
sent for him to come and see himy that he had dispatches, ete. e
tnlks very large, from what Walke says, and implies & command of
the river fleet with his,  Farragut is anxious for a ram or two, cte.
Walke wants to know whether he has any right to order these rams,
I tell him, yes. I think you had hetter settle General Ellet’s powers
over the rams as soon as possible.  He has the Lancaster hringing up
hig rear, o
Yours, in haste,
) K. R. Bruese,.
Licutenant- Commander,
[ Rear-Admirval D, D, Porrenr,

Lottor from Roar-Admiral Farragut, U, 8, Navy, to Commander Walke, U, 8, Navy,
rogarding tho attemptoed suppression of Red Rivor trade.

} Jusr serLow Viekssura,
(After passage of Port Tudson batleries), |- -, 1863,

Srr: 1 was not aware until 1 received the friendly note of Licuten-
ant-Commander Breese that you were the commanding oflicer of the
Western Itlotilln ahove Vicksburg., 1 supposed when I wrote that
Admiral Porter was there, and I vegret that my seevetary should have
deemed it his duty to take my communication up the river to the
admiral. My great wants ave, fivst, foree, and secondly, conl, and my
only menns of obtaining them are through the admiral or General
Grant.  The failure of the other vessels of the fleet to come by Port
Hudson has left me with only this ship and the Albatross to command
the river from helow Vieksburg to Port Hudson, and-any time I pass
Grand Gulf it will be under o heavy fire.  We lost 2 killed and several
wounded in coming up. Now, had we one or two .of the General
Elet rams we would be able to cut oft ull interconrse hetween Red
River and Vicksburg and Port Hudson. They could eateh the boats
by pursuing where we could not and he protected by their guns.  ‘The
principal cause of my visit up the river wag to stop this Red River
trade and rocapture the boats. T drove every steamer before me into
Red River from Port Hudson. ‘They will no doubt he out again us soon
as they learn that we are up here, but I will be likely to catch them
down the river when I return, which will be the moment I find out if
I can or can not get coul conveyed to us down the river or through the



WEST GULEF BLOOKADING SQUADRON, 11

canal to this point,  You will oblige me by informing mo of the pros-
peet T have of obtaining a supply of coal at as eavly a day as possible,
Veory respectfully,
D. G. Farraaur,
Commander Warks,
U. 5. Gunboat Lafuyetie.

Extraots from lottors from Acting Roar-Admiral Portor, U, 8. Navy, to Rear-Admiral
. Farragut, U. 8, Navy.

' U. S. MIssissiPrr SQUADRON,
U. S, 8. Cincinnatly Deer Creely, Maveh 22, 1863,

My Duar Apyrrarn: [ am too glad to receive a communieation from
you, for we have had all kinds of reports; above all, though 1 regret
that the want of judgment and positive disobedience of orders of Cap-
tain Brown should have been the eause of your present position,  Had
he obeyed me Red River would have been sealed hermetieally,  You
have had some affairs in your own squadron similar to the /adianola
affair, causing equally painful vesults, I will do all T can to send you
coal, cte,

I would not attempt to run the batteries at Vicksburg if 1 were you:
it wor’t puy, and you can be of no service up here at this moment,

Your services at Red River will be a godsend; it is worth to us the
loss of the dlississippi at this moment and the severest blow that
could he struck at the South, 'They obtain all their supplies and
ammunition in that way.

Maren 26, 1863,

In relation to the Switzerlaad, keop hog with you, and please make
the commander understand that she is under your command, or he will
o ofl on a eruise somewhere before you know it and then get the ship
into trouble,

She is a formidable ship as a ram, hut I would never expect to see
her again if she got out of your sight,

1 got them past the batteries without a hurty, and I would have done
the snme with the Zancaster and Switzerland hiad 1 heen here. [ would,
with great pleasure, give you one or two ironelads, but 1 have none
that ave fit for serviee just now, and the fight at THaynes’ Bluff must
como oft soon, The Queen of the West or the Webh would walk right
through these il'ouc]n(\s, while & vam would keep them in check,

They say the rebels have the /ndiznold®s guns;y ean you ascertain if
such is the faet? At low water the whole thing will he exposed.

1t will be an object for you to remain at Red River as long as possi-
ble, and I hope you will do so, It is death to these peoples they get
all their supplies from theve, ,

T am making preparations to send provisions down to you, and will
let you know when they are coming.

Very respectfully,
“ Davin D, Porreg,
Acting Rear- Admival, Commanding Mississippi Squadron,

Rear-Admiral D, (1, Farraour.
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Lettor freom Rear-Admiral Farragut, U, 8, Navy, to Aoting Rear-Admiral Porter, U, 8. Navy,
rogarding the blookade of Red River,
U. 5. Fraasmome Harrrorn,
Below Vickshury, Hurch 22, 1863,

Disar Avaurar: T regret that 1 did not find you at Vickshurg, and
also that my sceretary should have deemed it necessary to follow you
up the river in your expedition to bother you when so engaged.

The general, or smno}m(ly, has kindly sent me the conl down, and [
am now filled up and all ready (o start for the Red River blockade,
where 1 hope to find some one of my unfortunate vessels who failed to
ret past Port Hudson, 1 sce by the papers that General Kllet is anx-
tous to retake the Queen of the West, so that 1 hope youwill be able to
let two of the rams and oneironelad come downand blockade Red River
for me.  ‘The enemy have only the Webb and the Queen of the West,
rams, and another freight boat, protected with cotton, for the purpose
of boarding our gunbonts, but have no guns on honrd. ‘

The enemy I see have been huilding o fine casemated hattery at War-
venton, 1 gave them a good shelling and shall give them another
to-morrow as I go down the viver, At Grand Gulf” they have also
four Parrott guns, 20 and 30 pounders, They killed 2 men for me and
wounded b or 6, Ishall try and pay them for it to-morrow or nextday.

I folt a delicacy insuggesting anything to General Grant, but my idea
ig that if he thinks he ean not tauke Vicksburg, the best thing would
be to go down and take Girand Gulf and hold 1t, and then with 10,000
or 20,000 men go down and attnck Port Hudson simultancously with
General Banks from below, and I would aid all I could with this ship
and the A/batross and any others that might come up to my assistance,
The Red River trado will be the great blow to their steamers,  They
can get nothing when Red River is well blockaded,  The general’s
conl T shall leave at the bayvou below Vicksbure for any of your ves.
sels that may require it, There is left some 400 tons at least,

Wishing you every suceess in all your undertakings, T remain,

Very truly, yours,
D, G, [Faruvacur,
Rewar- Adniral,

Acting Rear-Admiral D, D, Porrer,

Commanding Western Ilolillu, above Viekshury.

Lotter from Brigadior-Genoral Ellot, U, 8, Army, of Marino Brigade, to Roar-Admiral
Farragut, U, 8, Navy, roquesting an opinion rogarding tho running of tho hattorios,
IeapQuarrierg Mrssissierr Maring Bricape,
Llagship Autocrat, above Viekshurg, March 22, 1803,
GENTLEMEN: ’.l‘ln‘ou{;h Colonel Ellet I learn that Rear-Admiral Icar-
ragut has requested the aid of o ram to support him in hiy Pl'escnl;
position. 1 have asked from Captain Walke a copy of the admiral’s
recruest, which he declines to give me.  Will you be kind enough to
inform me of the admiral’s desives?  The night ig so favorable for run-
ning the batteries that 1 should regret to lose the opportunity if, in
the admiral’s opinion, the emergency would justify me in taking the
responsibility.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Avrrep W, Knrer,
Brigadier General, Mississippi Marine Brigade.

Moessrs, Farraaur and Fororz,
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Noto from Rear-Admiral's Secretary Loyall ¥arragut, U, 8. Navy, to Brigadier-Genoral
Ellet, U, 8. Army,

Huanquarrers Frirennrr Army Conps,
March 22, 1863.
Srr: Wo received no instruetions from Admirval Farragut to mako
any request for gunboats, and therefore do not know his wishes on the
siibject.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Lovann FFarracur, U, S, Navy,

Brigadier-General A [W.] L,
Commanding Rane 17lel,

Roport of Captain Walke, U. 8, Navy, roferring to conflict of authority regarding the
gorvico of tho rams,

U. S0 S Laraverrs, March 23, 1863,

Stre I oreceived a letter from Rear-Admiral Farragut on the 22d
instant informing me of the failure of all but two of his fleet to come
by Port Hudson (the /lurtford and Albatross), with which he intended
to have recaptured the boats /ndianole and Queen of the West and to
eut, off all intercourse hetween Red River and Viekshurg and Port
Hudson, which he still thinks he could he able to do if he had one or
two of General Ellet’s rams, 1o also states that his great wants are,
first, force, and, sccondly, coal (the lIatter of which we sent to him in
abundance night before last).

Under these civeamstances Ladvised with Captaing Breese and Grreer
as to the propriety of sending one of our rams at least to Admiral
Farragut, in which they acquiesced; hut when I proposed to send Col-
onel Ellet, the commander of the Switzerland, he deelined to obey my
orders during the presence of General 1let, who had just arvived with
the Marine Bl'igu(‘zc and who cluims to have command of the rams,

At a very late hour last night, in the rain, the enclosed dispateh was
sent to mo from General Ellet, requesting an immediate answer, |
read the dispateh and returned a verbal answer that it was unneeessary,
as the service of tho rams was not indispensable,

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
H. Wanke,
Cuplaing U S, Nawy,

Rear-Admival D, D, Porre, '

Conemanding Mississippi Squadron.

[Enclosure. )

HuapQuarrers Mississtrrr Maring Bricaps,
Ilagship Avtocrat, March 22, 1863.
Sire Colonel Illet has informed me that Admiral Farragut is in
want of assistance, and has asked the aid of a ram,  Will you oblige
me with a copy of the admiral’s request, with a view of sending him
the aid required?
Yours, very respectfully,
" Arrrep W, Krner,
Brigadier- Generaly, Commanding Mississippi Marine Brigade.

Captain Warxe, U. 5. Navy,
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Letter from Rear-Admiral Farragut, U, 8, Navy, to Brigadier-General Ellet, U, 8. Army,
requesting the services of two rams,

U. S. Fragsnre HArTrORD,
DBelow Viekshurg, Mareh 23, 1863,
GreNeran: T have written Admiral Porter to the offect that I am
most desirous of having an ironclad gunboat and two rams helow
Vicksburg, to maintain the control of the river between this placo and
Port Hudson.  'The Red River trade is now the only resource of the
encmy for their slll)plios nt both Vicksburg and Port Hudson, The
failure of my vessels to get by Port Hudson has reduced me to the nee-
cssity of asking the nbove assistance from Admiral Porter; but T am
anwilling to interfere with the admiral’s command in any way, but |
feel assured that if he wag here he would grant the assistance I so
much need to carvy out this great object. 1 beg to assure you that
nothing would he move pratifying to me than to have two of your
rams.,
And I remain, traly, yours, your ohedient servant,
D. (i. Farracur,
Rewr-Admaral.
Brigadier-Gieneral A, W, L
Commanding Messissippe Marine Dregude.

Lotter from Major-Gonoral (rant, U, 8, Army, to Rear-Admiral Farragut, U, 8, Navy,
regarding moasures of cooperation against Port Hudson,

MarcH 23, 1863,

Apmrrarn: In the various notes I have written, including the dis-
pateh for General Banks, 1 have not mentioned that soon after taking
command there in person, I colleeted my surplug troops at lLake
Providence and directed the commanding oilicer to effeet a pagsage
through from the Mississippi River to Bayou Magon, 'This will give
navigable wator through by that route to the Red River. This is now
reported practicable for ordinary Ohio River steamers, I sent sov-
ernl weeks ago for this elags of steamers and oxpeceted them hefore
this, Should they arvive and Admiral Portor gets his hoats out of
the Yazoo, so ag to anccompany the expedition, I ean send a foree of,
siay, 20,000 effective men to cooperate with General Banks on Port,
[Tudson.

Thig foreco would casily reduce Port Hudson and enable them to
como on up the river and maintain a position on high land near enough
to Vickshurg until they could be reinforeed from here sufliciently to
operate against the city.

Please inform the general of the contents of this, and much oblige

Y our obedient servant,

U. S. Gran,
Major-General,
Admiral Farraaur, » .
Commanding Gulf’ Squadron,
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Letter from Rear-Admiral Farragut, U, 8, Navy, to Brigadier-General Ellet, U, 8. Army,
returning thanks for promised cooperation and requesting an interviow.

U. S. Fraasie HArTrORD,
Below Viekshury, March 23, 1863,
Dear GuNverarn: I have this moment heard from Colonel [Licutenant
John C.] Abbott of your arrival above Vicksburg with your rams,
and gincerely thank you for the offer of the Switzerland to accompany
me down the river,
I had writton a communication to Admiral Porter, saying how much
L would be gratified to have two rams and an ironelad to assist in main-
taining the blockade of the Red River and to keep the police of the
viver generally between Vickshurg and Port Hudson, particularly as
I had learned throngh the newspapers that you were on your way
down the river and anxious to repair the loss of the Queen of the West
and the mdianola. 1 shall ho most happy to see you on hoard this ship,
with the colonel, for consultation.
I am, very respectfully,
D. G, IYarracur,
Rear- Admivaly, Condg, West Gulf” Blockading Squadron.
General e,
Commanding Ram I7'lect, opposite Vickshurg.

Lottor from Major-Genoral (frant, U, 8, Army, to Rear-Admiral Farragut, U. 8, Navy,
roquesting cooperation in attack upon Warronton hatteries.

Brrork Vickssunrda, March 23, 1863,

Sms As you kindly offered me the cooperation of your vessels and
the use of them to transport troops to Warrenton, should 1 want them
to send an expedition to destroy their batteries, 1 have determined to
tako advantage of the offor. I have directed General [Ifrederick]
Steele to select two regiments from his command and got them to the
opposite side of the peninsuln to-day, ready to embark ag soon as in
your judgment you think it should he done,

I send no special instructions for this expedition further than to
dostroy effectunlly the batteries at Warrenton and to return to their
cump here.  They will be glad to receive any suggestions or divections
from you.

This is a bad duy for troops to he outy hut in that particular it may
he favorable to us,

Thanking you, admiraly for your offer of the serviee of your vessels,

U B. Gran,

Admiral D, G, Farraaur, ) ' .
Commanding (Fulf Souadron.

P, S.—Captain Walke, who iy the senior naval oflicer here in the
absonco of Admiral Porter, asked me yestorday for cotton bales with
which to pack two of the rams, for the purpose of sending them to
join you, I promised him anything in the world the Army has for
accomplishment of this purpose, and presume the vessels will he sent.
I look upon it of vast importance that we should hold the river sceurely
between Vicksburg and Port Hudson,
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Letter from Rear-Admiral Farragut, U, 8, Navy, to Major-General Grant, U, 8, Army,
regarding cooperation against Warronton batteries,

U. S. Fraasure Harrrorp,
Lelow Viekshwrg, March 23, 1865,

Drar Gesrran: 1 have just received your communication of this
date and am most happy to find that you coneur in opinion with me as
to the necessity for destroying the easemated battery now near com-
pletion at Warrenton,

I gave it & good shelling to-day, and will be ready to act in concort
with your troops and afford every facility in my power whenever they
are ready. I will cover the landing, and in case the ram Switzerland
comes down in time she will he best suited to land the troops, hut in
case the ram does not gel. down in time the Albatross will do it I beg
to assure you, in conclusion, that it will always aflord me great pleasure
to cooperate with you in any undertaking for the common good of our
common country, '

I am, very respectfully,
; D. G. Farraaur,

Major-General U, S, Gran,

Commanding, opposile Viekshury,

Lotter from Brigadior-Gonoral Ellet, U, 8, Army, to Captain Walke, U, 8, Navy, rogarding
cooporation,

HsapQuarrers Missrissieer MArINE Bricape,
1"lagshap Autocraty Hareh 24, 1863,
Carrain: T have received aowritten communication from Admiral
Ifareagut in which he informs me that he had requested from Admiral
Porter an ironelad gunboat and two raums, to enable him to hold the
river between Viekshurg and Port Hudson.  In consequence of the
failure to get the fleet above that point, he is entively too weak to
accomplish this great ohject unaided, It is my purpose to send pust
the batteries to-night, in complianee with this vequest, the Switzerland
and Lancaster, and shall be elad, if you conclude to send o gunboat,
to be informed, that we may aet in concert,
Very respectfully, ete.,
Anrrup W, o,
Brigadier-(leneral,

Lottor from Captain Walke, U, 8, Navy, to Brigadior-Goneral Ellot, U, 8, Army, rogrotting
inability to send an ironclad with the rams,

U. S, S Larayurms,
Above Vicksburg, Maveh 24, 18063,
GurNirar: L regret that I can not, under present circumstances, send
or accompany the Swrlzerland and Lancaster to-night with an ivonclad,
as you propose; but with a hearty good will and sincere prayer for
their success, 1 am,
Vory respectfully, your obedient servant,
I, WaALkx,
Captarn, United States Nawvy.

Brigadier-General Anrrep W, Eniwr,
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Order of Brigadier-General Ellet, U, &, Army, to Colonel Ellet, U, 8, Army, to report to
Rear-Admiral Farragut with the rams Lancaster and Bwitzerland,

HravQuarrers Mississieer MariNg Bricans,
Llagship Awvtocraty avove Vicksburg, Mareh 24, 1863,

Coroxzrr: You will procced in command of the rams Switzerland
and Lancaster to pass the hatteries above Viekshurg to-night and
report to Admiral }!‘urmgnt helow. ' o

T'nke every precaution to I)l'event lights heing seen on your hoats
during the passage down. Take only men enough to run the boats.
Have the yawls on the starboard guards for instant use in case of
necessity, and hang knotted ropes from cither side to the water’s edge,
to which men could hang to avoid steam,

Youwill not, in the event that either boat is disabled, attempt, under
fire of the batteries, to help her off with the other hoat, but will run
on down, it heing of primary importance that one hoat at least should
wet safely by, , :

The purpose for which you are sent helow is to assist in keeping
possession of the river hetween Viekshurg and Port Hudson, and cut-
ting off the enemy’s communication with and supplies from Red River
and its tributaries, and € aid in repelling the rebel rams and cotton-
clad steamers if they should attack Admiral Farragut’s vessels,  You
will afford all the aid in your power to the military foree which will
atluck Warrenton to-morrow. Report o me hy every convenient
opportunity,

Very respectfully,
A WL Enner,

Brigadicr-(leneraly Connmanding.

Colonel Criarnes R, lGnner,
Commanding Ram 17l

Lotter from Brigadier-Genoral Ellet, U, 8. Army, to Major-Genoral Grant, announeing
the immodiato doparturo of two rams for cooporation against Warrenton.

Teapouarrers Mississieer MARINEG BRIGADR,
Ilagship Avtocral, davel 24, 1863
(texEraL: I am divected by General Ellet to inform you that he has
arranged with Admiral IFarragut to send two rams down to his assis-
tance to-night, These vessels when safely below will, with the Alba-
tross, according to an arrangement already made with the oflicer
commanding the troops opposite Warrenton, convey the troops across
to attack the hatteries, while the flagship /art ford silences their guns;
no small boats willy therefore, he n(-,ade(_l for the purpose contemplated
to-day. '
Very respeetfully, .
W. D, CUrANDALL,
Cuptain and Assistani Adjutant-General.

Major-Cienernl U, S, GrANT,
. S, Volunteers.

N W k—vol, 20——2
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Letter from Major-General Grant, U. 8., Army, to Brigadier-General Ellet, U, 8. Army,
requesting the services of small boats.

‘ Brrorr Vickssure, darch 24, 1863,
Srr: T am just informed that to insure success of the enterprise
against Warrenton, ten or twelve small boats will be required.  May
I request you to furnish that number? If it is intended to send a ram
past Vicksburg to-night, they could be sent by her; it not, by sending
them down the canal to-night to the lower canal, Colonel [Charles R.|
Woods, who will command the expedition, and who is now here, will

get them. T will see that these boats are returned.
U. 5. Grant.

Brigadier-General Enrwr, _
Commanding Marine Brigade.

{Telegram,)

Near Vicxssure, Mriss,, March 25, 1863.

Via Carro, Tui., darch 31.
Two rams attempted to ran the blockade this morning. One suce-
ceeded, in damaged condition. They were intended to strengthen
Farragut. Porter is returning. Did not succeed in reaching the

Yazoo.
U. 5. Grant,
MMajor- Generdl.
Major-Gieneral TI. W. HanLeck,
(reneral in Chief.

Roport of Captain Walke, U. 8. Navy, announcing injuries to the rams in the passage of

Vicksburg, -
U, S, S. LAraypTIE,
Above Vieksburg, Hareh 25, 1863,
- Sir: I received the enclosed letter® fromiGeneral Iillet last evening,
conveying the fivst intelligence of his intention to send the Switzer-
laund and Lancaster helow Vicksburg, I informed the general that
could not, under present circumstances, send or accompany the rams
down the river, cte.

At daybreak this morning the rams started, and from all appear-
ances ran safely past Vicksburg under the fire of all the rebel bat-
teries.

But at 10 o’clock one of the crew from each of the rams came on
board of the Lafayette and informed me that the Lancaster wag struck
at the water line by the rebel batteries and sunk near the lower end of
our canal. All the oflicers and crew escaped unhurt in their small
boats except the pilot, Mr. Kitson, who lost his leg, and two others
wounded.

The Switzerland had her steam pipes shot away, scalding an engi-
neer. Three contrabands and two of her crew were drowned. I
understand she is now under the guns of the Hurtford and will be
repaired in about three days.

—

*Scee p. 16.
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I am also informed that General Grant intended and may still send
a force over the river to destroy a battery which the rebels are gotting
up between Vicksburg and Warrenton,

I am, very respectfully, your ohedient servant,
H. WALKE,
Captain, U. S. Navy.
Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. PorTEg,
Comananding Mississippe Squadron.

Letter from Brigadier-General Ellet, U. 8, Avmy, to Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8,
Navy, promising to report with his command,

HeADQUARTERS Missigssirpr MARINE BRIGADE,
LMlagshiy Avtoerat, above Vicksburg, Marvch 25, 1863.

ApMirar: 1 have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your
letter asking the strength of my command and assigning position for
my vessels. S

I would most respectfully report that owing to excessive exhaus-
tion and over fatigue I feel unable to report in person this cvening,
but will do so in the morning on the point designated.

I will, as dirceted, move my command to the anchorage designated
to-morrow, having a number of coal barges, cte., in tow that I can
not leave without danger of loss to-night.

Very respectfully,
A, W, Erer,
Brigadier- Generat, Commanding Mississippi Marine Brigade.

Acting Rear-Admiral Davin D, Porreg, .
Massissippi Syuadron.

Report of Colonel Ellet, U. 8. Army, commanding the rams 8witzorland and Lancaster
: : rogarding tho passage of Vicksburg,

U. S, Steanm RAM SWITZERLAND,
Below Vieksburg, March 26, 1863,

GrNErAL: I have the honor to report to you that in compliance with
your instructions I started hefore daybrealk this morning with the rams
Switzerland and Lancaster to pass the Vicksburg batteries. The short
time which T was allowed for preparations, and the necessity of taking
in large quantities of stores and provisions, delayed our departure until
it was nearly light, The wind was extremely unfavorable, and not-
withstanding the caution with which the boats put out into the middle
of the stream, the pufl of their escape pipes could he heard with
fatal distinctness below. ‘The flashing of the enemy’s signal lights
from battery to battery aus we neaved the city showed me that con-
ceaknent was useless.  ‘Thie morning, too, was heginning to break, and
L saw that if we were to pass at all, it was to be done at once. I
ordered my pilots to give the Switzerland full headway, and we went
round the point under 160 pounds of steam. The rebels opened fire
at once, but the first fifteen or twenty shots were badly aimed. As
we got nearer to the guns, however, the fire became both acenrate and
rapid.  Shot after shot struck my boat, tearing everything to pieces
before them, A few hundred yards behind us the Lancdster, under
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command of Licutenant-Colonel John A, Ellet, still steamed steadily
down, but I could sce the splinters fly from her at every discharge,
When about three-quarters of a mile below the point, and full in front
of the enemy’s heaviest guns, a 10-inch shell plunged through the
hoiler deck of the Switzerland and into her center hoiler,  The explo-
sion of steam which ensued was very severe, and was welcomed by
the traitors with shouts of exultation. The engines stopped at once,
and even the pilot house was filled to suffocation with the hot steam,
but the pilots stood to their posts like men, and by my order kept her
out in the stream, where she floated down with the current. The
enemy never relaxed their five, and the steam had secarcely cleared
away from the Switzerland when I saw the Lancaster blown up.  She
commenced to sink rapidly, and in a few moments went down, how
foremost. 1 ordered the crew of the Switzerland into as secure a
position as possible, and floated past the remaining batteries without.
any loss of }il’o or material damage to the boat., A few moments after
your arrival on board with Adjutant-General Crandall, and when
opposite the mouth of the canaly Licutenant-Colonel Lillet came along-
side in a yawl, having rowed down to us through a fire of grape and
shell to offer us any assistance in his power. Ile had previously set
ashore his own crew and wounded men, and fired the upper works of
his boat.  When out of range the Switzerland was met by the Alba-
tross and towed into shore.

I ean not conelude this report without referring to the heroic con
duct of the oflicers andrerew of the Switzeriand. No fear or lack of
discipline was exhibited by any person on bhoard, and although we
were within a pistol shot of shore, not a man attempted to desert the
boat or to leave his post without orders.  Among those who especially
distinguished themselves by their resolution and courage were Major
John W, Lawrence, Pilot Alexander MceKay, Licutenant Edward C.
Ellet, and Third Ingineer Givanville Roberts.  ‘T'his is the second time
that the last three named oflicers have Pnssed the batteries at Vicks-
burg. The damage to the Switzerland’s boilers is considerable, hut
will be repaired ina few days by the machinists now on hoard.  Her
engines and hull are in good condition. IHer loss comprises only 3
negroes badly sealded; | man on the Lancaster was drowned, another
severely scalded, and Pilot T, W. L. Kitson lost a foot. The very
limited loss of life on both hoats is due to the extremely small number
of ‘men who were selected to run the hoats through.  The remainder
of the crews was sent across by land.

I enclose Lieutenant-Colonel Ellet’s report of the loss of the
Lancaster,

Very vespeetfully,
Channes Rivers Kuoet,
' Colonel, Commanding.

Brigadier-Gieneral A. W, Ernpur,

Commanding Mississippi Marine Brigade.

Report of Lieutenant-Colonel Ellet, U, 8, Army, commanding U, 8. ram Lancaster, regard-
ing the loss of that vogsel.
HeapQuarTeERs MI1ssissirel MARINE Brigape,
Ilagship Avtocrat, above Vickshwrg, March 26, 1863.
Corongr: I have the honor to report that in obedience to your
instructions I left. my anchorage above the mouth of the canal at hall
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past 4 o’clock this morning on board the U, S, steam ram Zancaster, for
the purpose of running the enemy’s batteriesat Vicksburg, The lights
were all extinguished and every precaution taken to prevent giving
any knowledge of our u})pl'oach. I endeavored to conduct the move-
ments of my vessel as silently as possible, allowing her to float part of
the time, and occasionally righting her up by going ahead on the slow
hell.  Unfortunately, the escape of steam from her smokestacks was
very.loud. In addition to this, the night was clear, calm, and star-
light, with a slight breeze setting from us directly toward the rebel
batteries. From the character of the night and the warmth of our
veception, I am led to believe that our very first movements were
heard by the enemy. Keeping the distance of about 200 yards between
my vessel and the Swétzerland, 1 approached within about half a mile
of the point of the peninsula very s?owly, when the sudden flashes of
signals along the w}lole‘line of the enemy’s works gave unmistakable
evidence that our movements were apprehended. I then ordered a full
head of gteam, expecting every moment to receive the ecnemy’s flive.
When within about 400 yards of the point of the peninsula the enemy
opened upon me with a brisk fire from the upper batteries, but the
shot fell wide of the mark.

Rounding the point. I ovdered the pilot to steer well to the starboard,
to prevent following immediately in the wake of the Switzerland.
When just abreast of the upper batteries the first shot struck my
vessel, passing through both smokestacks.  ‘T'he fire continued almost
incessantly, but without sevious damage, for about five minutes after
this time, when a heavy shot passed through the vessel immediately
under the pilot house, carrying away the st‘e})s which led from the
cabin into t‘l(} pilot house, and wounding Mr. 'I'. W, 1. Kitson, steers-
man, whom I had placed at the foot of the steps to be in readiness to
take the wheel shounld my other pilot be disubled.  We were now just
opposite the water batteries, un(E they poured u very active fire upon
us, striking the vessel in every part but a vital one. At this time 1
entertained the most sanguine expectations of getting my vessel past
in safety; this thought, however, was speedily dispelled by a heavy
shot which exploded the steam drum and enveloped the entire vessel
in o terrible cloud of steam, driving the engineers and firemen from
their posts and compelling every one upon the lower and gun deck to
seek the bow of the boat outside of the wooden bulkhead, where a
friendly breeze shiclded them from the excruciating tortures of the
hot steam.  About this time a heavy plunging shot struck her in the
frailest part of her stern, passing longitudinally through her and
piercing the hull in the center near the how, causing an enormous
leak in the vessel,  The pilot, Mr. Andrew J. Dennis, remained at the
wheel, giving direction to the helpless vessel, until the wheel was
demolished by a shot, from the effects of which he miraculously
escaped,  IIe reported the damage to me, and I sent him below to
control the tiller ropes hy hand, and then went down myself to ascer-
tain the condition of the hull. I found her sinking very fast, and
artly turned around hy an eddy, so that her starhoard side was sub-
jected to the hottest fire. 1 therefore ordered the two yawls to be
brought from the starboard side to the larbonrd quarter of the bow,
where the hull of the vessel afforded them the greatest protection, and
then ordered my men to take to their boats, first providing for the
wounded and scalded.
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The water was by this (ime running over the decks, and 1 found it
would he impossible to secure her to the shore. I therefore set her
upper works on fire by discharging my pistols into the cotton.

’i‘his was superfluous, however, for in o few minutes afterward she
plunged into the flood bow foremost. v

I had an abundance of room in my two yawls for every soul -on
board, but unfortunately some of my men attempted to swim ashore,
In so doing, Ovderly Sergeant William MceDonald was drowned,
While in our yawls making our escape from the sinking wreck, we
were subjected to n galling fire of shot and shell.  As soon as the
yvawls reached the shore the men sought shelter in the neighboring
woods. 1 expressed my determination to go to the Switzerland, and
two faithful negroes rowed me to her.

The recapitulntion of the casualties is as follows: M. Brown, chicf
engineer, s‘ight.ly scealded; George Zimmerman, deck hand, very badly
sealdeds ‘I, W, .. Kitson, steersman, lost a foot; Sergeant William
H. McDonald, drowned, »

My oflicers, soldiers, and boatmen behaved with the utinost coolness
and courage. There are some instances of heroie daring which
deserve specinl mention.  Among these were George W. Lindsey,
first master; Henry S, Brown, chict engineer; Andrew J. Dennis,
pilot; ‘I'. W, L. Kitson, steersman; George W. Andrews, earpenter;
Samuel Weaver, engineer.  The two latter gentlemen passed the
Vicksburg batteries on a former occasion on board the Queen of the
West. 1t is extremely diflicult to desigl'nutc individuals when all did
50 nobly without doing injustice; hut these men came under my own
personal ohservation and challenged my admirvation hy their great
gallantry,

1 am, colpnel, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Joun A. Brir,
Liewtenant-Colonel, Commanding Lancaster,

Colonel Cnarrrs R, Knner,
Commandimg Ram IFleet,

Boport of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U, 8, Navy, rogarding the disaster to the U, 8.
rams Bwitzorland and Lancastor.

. MISS1981PPT SQUADRON,
: Yazoo Rivery Maveh 26, 1863,

Srr: During my absence on an expedition into the enemy’s country
General Ellet, at the request of Admiral Farragut, sent the rams
Switzerland and Lancaster to run the batteries at Vieksburg,

The Lancaster was sank and the Switzerland was disabled,  T'hese
vessels were not at all prepaved tor so hazardous an adventure, nor at
all suited for any service that will take them any distance from a
machine shop.

I send you u letter from General Kllet on the subject, in answer to
one from me,

[ have the honor to he, verv respeetfully,
Davip D. Powrex,
Acting Rear- Admarval, Commanding Mississippe Squadron.

Hon. Gioson Wruronis,
Seeretary of Navy, Washington,
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U. S. MIssIssIerr SQUADRON,
Yazoo River, Mareh 26, 1863.
Generan: Will you please inform me by what authority you sent
the rams Lancuster :m(} Switzerland past the batteries at Vicksburg,
in open day, and without taking any precautions to guard their hulls?
Qune of these vessels has, in consequence, been sunk, and the other
damaged extensively, which might very well have been expected under
the circumstances, i
You will also inform me who were the commanders of those vessels,
and all the circumstances attending the unfortunate affair,
Very respectfully, eote.,
[Davin D, Porrer],
deting Rear- Admeral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Brigadier-General A, W, Enrur,
Commanding Marine Brigade, Mississippe Squadron.

'

HeavQuarrrrs Mississiper MARINE Bricaps,
Llagship Autocrat, above Viekshwrg, Marveh 25, 1863,

Apyirarn: In compliance with your instructions, I would respeet.
fully report that the Switzerland and Lancaster were sent; past the
batteries of Vicksburg by my order this morning. in consequence of
receiving an urgent request from Admival Farragut for their assist-
ance to aid hinmin keeping the river open from Vicksburg to Port
IHudson, and in destroying the encmy’s communiceation from Red
River, and also for the purpose of passing troops over the river to
Warrenton to aid in the destruction of the formidable batteries now
being constructed at that point,

The hoats staried before davlight,  You have been misinformed of
the passage being made in open day. It is true that in consequence
of the injury that the boals sustained they did not get past hefore the
sun had risen, yet il they had not heen injured and obliged to float
they would have made the passage before it was fully light.

The Lancaster, 1 vegret to sny, is a total loss; her boilers were
exploded, and, being a very rotten hoai, she went to picces and sunk
immedintely.  She was commanded by Licutenant-Colonel John A
[Blet,

The Switzerland was commanded by Colonel Charles R. Kllet in
person, who also commanded the expedition,  She received a number
ol shots, but, being a stronger hoat, was not much injured. lUer
boiler was exploded by a plunging shot; in other respects the damage
was not material.  She will be repaired in o few days, and is in a posi-
tion'where T trast she may he able to redeem whatever of mishap has
attended the passage of the Vickshurg hatteries,

I have the honor to be, ete., very respectfully,
Arreren W, Krner,
Brigadier-Ceneral, Commanding Mississippl Mavine Brigade,
Acting Rear-Admiral Davin D, Porreg,
Mississippl Squadron,
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Letter from Rear-Admirval Farragut, U. 8. Navy, to Asting Roar-Admiral Portor, U, 8. Navy,
in defonse of Brigadier-Goneral Ellet, U, 8, Army

Fraasire Tavrrorn,
Lelow Vieksburg, March 25, 1863,

Dear Aosurar: 1 find myself in a most awkward prpdicament,
heing here with only my ship and the little Albatross as n tender, per-
fecetly unable to do anything but go up and down the river, or, what is
of much more importance, blockade the mouth of Red River for a
Hmited period. 1 have expressed the desire to you to have an ironelad,
one, ab least, and two rams, to assist me in this matter, and 1 now
vepeat ity so that when it hecomes absolutely necessary for me to go
down the river to replenish my provisions and resume my duties in
command of the blockading squadron, that I may do so without reopen-
ing the Red River trade, There is nothing below or in Red River
that could successfully compete with an ironelad and two rams,  Gen-
cral IoHet ealled on me to know il I desired two of his rams. T replied
to him that 1 needed such vessels and would be very much gratified to
have them, hut would not interfere with Admiral Porter. I under-
stood his boats to be a component part of your fleet.  Ho said all he
desired was to know if T considered it to the benefit of the country
aid of the cause to have them below Vieksburg, to which 1 replied
“Certainly,” and he said that was all he desired to know, and that he
should run two down in the night, 1 told him although I was very
anxious for the forece 1 had asked of you, and was ignorant of your
relative positions, T feared he was wrong in doing so, although it might
be done withrsafety during the darkness of the night, which he said
he would avail himsell of, T had made an arrangement with General
Girant, and more particularly with Colonel Woods, of the Seventy-
sixth Ohio Volunteers, to convey a party to Warrenton and cover their
attnek at that place for the purpose of hreaking up a ensemated bat-
tery the enemy had built theve, which General Ellet. proposed that his
two rams could carry over, while we attacked the batteries when they
should avrive helow., Al these arvangements were made, the troops
ready Tor embarkation, the night serene and beautifuly so much so that
I sincerely hoped the general would not think of sending his vessoels
down.,  And just as I had come to that conclusion, hetween half past
Hand 6 in the morning, T heard the batteries open, I felt that all was
lost unless hy the mervest azcident. My fears were realized; the Lan-
caster was totally destroyed; the Sadtzerland had two shots in her
boilers, otherwise not materinlly injured. My engineer says her
boilers can be repuired in o week,  Nota man killed; two or three
unfortunate negroes were hadly sealded, some of whom may die. It
was 1 wonderfnl eseape for the crew.

I write this letter for two purposes-—-fivat, to exoncerate myself from
any charvge of a disposition to interfere with your command, and, sec-
ondly, witlr o hope (o exense General Ellet from any fecling to do that:
which he thonght would he disagrecablo to yous but, on the contravy,
il who surrounded him at the time thought, and so expressed them-
selves, that it wonld be in accordance with your wishes ift you were
present,

In conclusion, I heg to state that T shall now return to the mouth of
Red River, which T consider the limit of my jurisdiction under my old
orders, but which will be curtailed to helow Port Hudson, onco 1 pasy
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that place, until it is captured by our forees, On my arvival helow
I shall endeavor to communicate with General Banks across the isthimus
opposite Port Hudson, when he will have a full understanding of Gien-
eral CGrrant’s views as to an attack on that place above and below.,
Very truly,
D. G. FArracur,
Acting Rear-Admirval D. D, Porreg,
Commanding Western Ilotillu.

Yettor from Roar-Admiral Farragut, U. 8, Navy, to Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. B,
Navy, roferring to expooted roinforcoments for oporations against Warrenton and block-
ading of Red Rivor.

Fracsme Harrrorn,
Below Vieksburg, Mareh 25, 1863,

Drar Apyvirarn: Since my last letter T have reccived your lnst letter
by my seeretary, Mr. Gabuudan, and am delighted to find that our
ideas agree so well on the subject of the hlocfza(lu of Red River, but
you say nothing of the ironelads and rums to assist me in that opera-
tion when T shall he compelled to leave them and make my way (Hown
to New Orleans, 1 was in hopes that you would have heen here in
time and sent me an ironelad '(L)wn to nasist in demolishing this case-
mated battory at Warrenton unless n force is lnnded and eaptures it,
a thing 1 think easily necomplished at present, as the town is sur
rounded by water and assistunee except by infantry is not casily
obtuined,

My isolated position vequives that T should be more careful of my
ship thay [ would like to he it T had my feet with me, us T ennnot get
to & machine shop or obtnin the most_ordinary applinnees for repairs
without fighting my way to them, I deeply regret the rashness of
(teneral Blet in sending his boats pust the batteries in brond daylight,
as it afforded the enemy nothing but {arget practice.  You say truly
that 1 have had some disnsters in my own faet similue to those of the
Indianola. 1 consider the Galveston affnir the greatest blow that the
Navy has sustained duving the war, It has emboldened our enemies
to undertake anything, and in many enses demoralized our own people.
We aro pretty well prepared for their honrding.

Wishing you every suceess in your different undertakings,

Your obedient servant,
D, (6 Farraaurr,

[ Rear-Admiral-D. D Porrine,

Lottor ‘rom Roar-Admiral Farragut, U, §, Navy, to Major-Genoral Grant, U, 8, Army,
roforring to oporations against Warrenton,

Fraosuie Hawrevowrn, Hareh 25, 1863,
Durar Gunerar: 1 have this moment veceived your kind note, and,
like yourself, deeply regret the failure of the rams to reach me in
order. I blame myself very much for not insisting on General 1illets
waiting for a dark night., T was so much afraid of their impetuosity
that it doprived moe of sleep afl night, but I never for a moment sup-
posed that he would come down in the daytime,  The Switzerland is
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not much injured. My engineers inform mo her boilors ean he repaired
in four days, but unless she goes below Warrenton to make her repairs
she will he blockaded, so ns to have to vun it in the night, as the
onemy is working very industriously to mount heavy guns, 1 have
shelled them three or four times very heavily, but with very slight
eftect, as they lie down until wo are finished and then get up and work
industriously again, My isolated position renders it necessary that 1
should be very careful of my ship, and henceeo I shall drop down belosw
the town until T know the result of your determination on the subject
of nttacking it. My idea was to have landed your men in the Swit-
zerland and covered the landing with my ship, " I hear they have rein-
foreed their garrison some 200 men to-day. 1 do not know the ditli-
culties of overcoming the rifle pits as those who have to face them,

[ regret exceedingly, general; that the only time I have felt the
time at my disposal T was too unwell to take the trip up to sce you,
but I would have been delighted to seo you on board at any time, and
hope yet to have the pleasure of meeting you in this part of the world.
I feel, however, that every hour that I am absent from Red River is
nserions loss to our country and our cause.  Permit me to repeat my
sincere thanks for your kindness in affording me every facility in your
power since my arrival here, :

Wishing you every success in all your undertakings, I remain,

Very truly, vour obedient servant,
D, G Farkaaur,
Rear-Admiral,
Greneral U S, Grane,

Lotter from Major-Gonoral Grant, U, 8, Army, to Roar-Admiral Farragut, U. 8, Navy,
rogarding operations againat Warronton,

Manrcn 26, 1863,

Dear Avmirar: Your note of yesterday is just recerved,  In regard
to attncking Warrenton, 1 do not know what now to say,

When T first Jenrned that twelve to fifteen yawls would he required,
I ealled on General Illet for them,  'The general being over to see
vott, no reply was received (exeept from his adjutant-general, that he
thought they had that number) until the general’s return in the even-
ing, when he informed me that it was aeranged for the rams and
Hartford to transport the troops,  No small hoats would be reguived,

After learning again that small boats would he required, I again
called on Geuneral illet for them and only learned after davk, that,
after his losses of these vessels with the rams, he could not furnish
them, I then sent for the boats helonging to the transport fleet, and
found that not more than two could be got, By this time so much of
the night was consumed that T could not eall upon the navy with any
prospect of getting them through in time to he used this morning.

About 9 o’cloek last night T learned that o foree of apparently about
1,500 men left Vickshurg in the direcetionof Warventon, 1 communi-
cated this fact to Colonel [Charles R.] Woods, and left it for you and
himself, who would probably have hetter means of knowing the desti-
nation of these troops, to judge what course was hest, to pursue. With
a little lower stage of water I would endeavor to occupy New Carthage,
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This oceupied, and one gunhoat from this fleot below the eity, the
enenty could he kept out of Warrenton, and also from taking supplies
fron & rich country that ean be reached through bayous with flathoats
on this side of the river,

I seo by Southern papers received yesterday that Vicksburg must
dopend upon Louisiang or west of the Mississippi for supplies.  Hold-
ing Red River from them is o great step in the direction of preventing
this,  But it will not entirely accomplish the object.  New Carthage
should he held, and it seems to me that in addition we should have
vessols suflicient below to patrol the whole river from Warrenton to
the Red River. I will have a consultation with Admirval Porter on
this subjeet. L am happy to say the admiral and myself have never
yet disagreed upon any policy. »

[ am looking for a mail in to-day, and should one arrive with later
date of papers than vou have already been furnished, I will send them
over.

[ amy admiral, very trualy, yours,
Lo, AN,

Mujop-lieneral.
Admiral D, G. Farraaur,

Commanding Western CGulf Blockading Squadron,

Xotter from Roar-Admiral Farragut, U, 8, Navy, to Acting FRear-Admiral Porter, U, 8,
Navy, regarding assistance in blockading Red Rivor.

Braas' Prasrarion,
Mareh 20, 1863 11 «, .,

Diear Apmiran: As 1 have nothing now (o detain me exeept the
desire to ascertain what assistanee you ean afford me in the blockade
of Red Rivery I beg that vou will communicate to me as soon as you
can your.decision,

The engineers say they can have the boilers and machinery of the
ram Swdizertand vepaived in three or four days, and it you conclude
to allow her to accompany me down the viver T will drop down at
once to the /adianola and set your man at work and afford him every
assistanee inmy power in effecting her destruction, T think, however,
that. enn he easily accomplished.

As | have already said to you, I think it will require at least one or
two ironcluds to blockade the Red River effectunlly when I oshall he
compelled to leave for want of coal and provisions,

I was on my way up to visit General Grant (not knowing, however,
that you had returned until T veached this point and should have heen
agrecubly disappointed in seeing you), but 1 find it too futiguing to go
tarthor,

Wishing you and your command every possible succoss, and hoping
to hear fron: you very soon, so that I may drop down below Warren:
ton battery, -

[ amy very truly, yvours,
D, Gl Farracur,
) Rewar- Adm /./‘ll/.

Admiral D, D, Porreg,

Commanding, cte., above Viclshury.
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Lettor from Aoting Roar-Admiral Porter, U. 8, Navy, to Rear-Admiral Farragut, U, 8,
Navy, roforring to the guns of the late U. 8, 8, Indianela.

U. S, Mississieer SQuabroN, Mareh 26, 1863,

My Drar Avmrran: I send down to-night & barge with the provi-
sions required for the //artford and the other steamers, Tt will leave
here as the moon goes down, and no doubt will go safely. It it does
not, and the rebels got it, they will have a jollification,  "They have
not seen a picce of salt pork for months, '

T intended to get over to see you, but General Grant says that it is
novery long walk. 1 have been so much confined to the ship since 1
have been hore that T have almost lost the use of my legs,  All my
timo is spent at my desk, and 1 get no exercise, which does not agree
with me, My trip up the river has been of great service to me, and 1
feel like o new man, 1 wish we had the opportunity to move about
more, but the rebels are up to all our dodges.  They are a wide-awake
set of fellows.  That man Acklin snys that the rebels have the guns of
the /ndianole mounted at Red River.  Can not you nscertain whether
this is so or not?  She had two XI-inch guns in her casemate-and two
IX-inch aft. ‘They could easily be recovered, if they are still on
board.  Your ship could hoist out the 1X-inch, and, by GLlowing up
the casemate, drag out the Xl-inch. If left there, they will have
them certainly, I have a diver here who will find out all about it, if
you like.  Mur. Krochl is not veady to blow up the /ndianole, 1l
wanted so many things to do it with that I told him to let it alone.
Plesse remember me to Jenking and Palmer.  When you come up
again, 1 bave room for all hands to comve and stay o day or two and
enjoy the good things of life, of which T keep a stock on hand, 1
hope they will be serviceable,

Your son got over here sufe, and 1 took him in. 1 expeet he will
give you an amusing necount of my ménage.  'The fivst evening he
cume we had eight dogs in the cabing T have to resort to all kinds of
things for nmusement.  Loyall was quite at home on mush and erenm
and fresh butter, all of which wo have in abundance,

Kind regards to all friends, and believe me

Yours, truly and sincerely,
Davin D, Porren.
| Admiral D, G Farraaun, |

I have wreitten to the honorable Seeretary explaining how it was
that the ram Zancaster was lost.  She was o miserable concern, and
would not have been of the slightest use to you —all worn-out,

Lottor from Acting Roar-Admiral Porter, U. 8, Navy, to Rear-Admiral Farragut, U, §.
Navy, rogarding genoral mattors,

U, S, Massissirer SQUADRON,
Yuzoo Rivery Mareh 26, 18623,

My Dear Aosiran: Yours of the 26th, at Biggs’ plantation, has
been received, I should have made an effort to get down to see you
(and hope to do so still), but 1 thought that you had dropped helow
Warrenton,  Ienme back and found a great many things to do-—many
lotters from the Sceretary requiring immediate answers,  General
Iillet, with his new hrigade, also belongs to my command, and T have
been oceupiced all the morning with hin,



WEST GULF BLOOKADING SQUADRON, 29

In relation to the Switzerland, keep her with you, but please make
the commander understand that she is under your command, or he
will go ofl on a cruise somewhere before you know it, and then get
the ship into trouble.  She is n very formidable ship as u ram, hut I
would never expeet to sce her agnin if she got out of your sight,  With
her and the Albatross you can defy all the vessels the vebels have,

The great object is to cut off supplies.  Ifor that reason I sent down
the Queen of the West and Indianola. 1 got them past the hatteries
without a hurt, as I would have done with the Lancaster and Switzer-
land, had 1 been here.

I would with great pleasure give you one or two ironclads, but 1
have none thatris fit for service just now, and the fight at Haynes’
Bluft must come ofl soon,  The Queen of the West ov the Webb would
walk right through these ironeluds, while a ram would keep them in
check,  They say the rebels have the /fadianoli’s guns,  Can you
ascertain if such is the fact? At low water the whole thing will he
exposed. It will be an object for you to remain at Red River as long
as possible, and 1 hope you will do so. It is death to these people;
they get all their grab from there,

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Davin D, Porreg,
Acting Rear-Admival, Conmmanding Mississippi Squadron.

Rear-Admival D, G, Fareracur,
Cononanding Western (ulf” Blockading Sywadron,

Roport of Brigadier-Goneral Ellet, U, 8. Army, transmitting reports rogarding tho pass-
ago of Vicksburg by tho U, B, rams 8witzorland and Lancastor,

HieapQuarrers Mississieer Marise Brican,
lagship Autocrat, above Vieksburg, Maveh 26, 1863,

Sir: 1 have the honor to report that on yesterday in response to a
request made by Admiral Farragut for two rams to aid him in main-
(nining possession ol the Mississippi River between Viekshurg and
Port. Hudson, and to destroy the eneny’s communications from Red
River, Lordered the Sw/tzerlund and Lancaster, the lntter in command
of Licutenant-Coolonel John A, Ellet, the former commanded hy Major
John [W.| Lawrenee, the expedition heing under the command of
Colonel Charles Rivers Ellet, who was on the Switzerland in person,
to pass the batteries and join Admiral Farvagut below. 1 regret to
sy that in the performance of this order the Zancaster was blown up
and totally destroyed by the tervible five from the enemy’s batteries.
The Switzerland also received a X-inch shell in her hoilers when
opposite the center of the enemy’s line of defenses, totally disabling
her; she floated past and finally escaped without more serions injury.
I have now on board u large foree of mechanies who will have her
repaived and in a few days again ready foreflicient service, I enclose
a copy of the letter received from Admiral Iarragut, which, taken in
connection with wy own knowledge of the great importance of the
intorest involved, induced me to undertake the enterprise.

I deem it proper in this report to eall your special attention to the
great gallantry displayed by the officers and men composing the crews
of these vessels under circumstances of the most imminent peril.



30 WEST GULEF BLOCKADING SQUADRON.

When [ avrived on hoard the Switzerland, which 1 did in company
with Captain W. D. Crandall, assistant adjutant-gencral; as soon as 1
discovered that she was disabled, I l‘oun({ perfect order prevailing.
Although the shot was still falling fast, not & man showed the slight-
st trepidation; and a proud determination was expressed never to
lower tulho, tattered remnant of a flag yet flying, which had heen run up
by their colonel’s own hand, in reply to the enemy’s wild clamor when
they supposed that his boat was destroyed by seeing the escape of
steam, })f Licutenant-Colonel John A. llet I must make special
mention, who, after saving his own crew from the sunken Lancaster,
was pulled in an open yawl by two negroes through a terrvible fire of
shell and grape for a distance of nearly 2 miles, to offér his assistance
to the crew of the disabled Swetzerland.

I enclose the separate report of Colonel Charles Rivers llet and
Licutenant-Colonel John A, Ellet.

Very respectfully, [A. W. Krner.]
Hon, Epwin M. StanTON,
Seeretary of” War.

[P A —

Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8, Navy, to Licutenant-Colonel Ellet, U. 8. Army,
to report for orders to Rear-Admiral Farragut, U, 8, Navy.

U. S, Missrssiept SQUADRON,
Yuzoo Rivery Maveh 27, 1863,
Sik: You will report yourselt to Admiral Farragut, and until fur-
ther orders act under his command,  As you may not be tamiliar with
the rules of the Navy, I hereby inform you that you must do nothing,
no matter how trifling, without the order or permission of Admiral
IFarragut, to whom you will present this order,
Respectfully, your obedient servant,
Davrio D, Porrier,
deting Rear- ddmival, Commanding Mississippi Sywadpon,

Licutenant-Colonel Jonn AL e,
Commanding Ream Switzerland,

Order of Acting Roar-Admiral Porter, U, 8. Navy, to Lioutenant-Colonel Ellet, U, §, Army,
commanding U, 8, ram Bwitzerland,

U. S, Mississierr SQUADRON, Mareh 98, 1863,

Sie: When your vessel is ready for serviee you will proceed to join
Admiral Farragut, but he particular that the batteries at Warrenton
are passed at night when the moon is down,

I consider that the loss of the Lancaster was owing to ‘)roper pre-
caution not having been taken in this respect, and where the object in
view was not properly considered. It the admiral and Albatross have
passed out of sight, youwill move down within 5 miles of Grand Gulf
and pass that place at night, joining Admiral Farragut at Red River.

You will comply with these instruetions to the letter,

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Davip D. Porrer,
Aeting Rear- Admiral, Commanding Messisseppl Squadpon,

Licutenant-Colonel Joun A. Frrer, _
Commanding Lam Swetzerland.
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Order of Brigadier-General Ellet, U, 8, Army, to Lieutenant-Colonel Ellet, U. 8. Army,
to assume command ef the U, 8. ram 8witzerland and report to Rear-Admiral Farragut,

HuiapQuarrers Mississire MARINE BRIGADE,
Ilagshep Autocrat, above Vicksbury, Hareh 28, 1863.

Coronkrn: You will proceed on bonrd the ram Switzerlaid, now
lying below the Vicksburg batteries, and assume command of that
boat.  You will hurry the work-of repairing the boat now progressing,
and when ready for duty, will report to Admiral Farragut, on flagship
Hartford, and during your stay helow Vicksburg will receive orders
from him and cooperate with him to the hest of your ability to attain
the objeet for which your boat was sent past the batteries, which was
to destroy the enemy’s communication from Red River and cut off his
supplies and keep possession of the river between Vickshurg and Port
Hudson.  You will institute & most rigovous discipline, keeping at all
times, both day and night, a competent and eflicient wateh to avoid
being surprised.  You will in all cases endeavor to find such a place
for lying up that an enemy can not approach your hoat without pass-
ing througlh deep water, and never upon any account permit your
steam to get so low that your boat can not be handled. In all other
matters you must use your own good judgment, and I have full confi-
dence to believe that I shall hear a good account of you.

Very respecttully, your obedient servant,
Avrrep W, ELrer,
DBrigadicr- General, Commanding Missessippl Marvine Brigade,

Report of Licutonant-Colonel Ellet, U. 8. Army, acknowledging receipt of ordors.

IHuavQuarrers Mississierr MariNg Bricap,
I'lagshep Autocrat, Marvch 28, 1863,

Apyirarn: Your communication hearving date March 28, giving me
instructions in regard to my operations down the river, has heen
received,

I immediately referred them to Brigadier-Gieneral Alfred W, Kllet
in accordance with o general order of the command now in force, which
I enclose.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Joux A, Ko,
Licwtenant-Colonel, Comamanding Ram I'lect,

Acting Rear-Admiral Davin D, Porrig,
' Abore Viekshwry.

Lottor from Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8, Navy, to Brigadior-General Ellot, U. 8.
Army, charging disrespoct.

UL S, MISSISSIPPT SQUADRON,
Yazoo River, Mareh 31, 1863,

Guveran: Thave received a communication from Licutenant-Colonel
John A, Ellet in relation to certain instructions 1 gave him about his
operations down the Mississippi River, It appears that his communi-
cation was forwarded to mo by you, which I consider disrespectful. I
have ordered the arrest of Lieutenant-Colonel John A, Illet and shall
have him tried by court-martial,
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It should be known to you that any order I give to any vessel
of the Marine Brigade should be promptly obeyed. 1 do not recog-
nize your suthority to give any orders relating to the management of
the ram fleet or the brigade without orders from me.  The answer to
my communication by Licutenant-Colonel John Ellet is evidently an
attempt to disregard my authority, and I shall meet it, as I do all eases
of insubordination, with that promptness necessary to keep up proper
diseipline.

I should like to see your answer to Lieutenant-Colonel John Ellet,

Very respectfully, :
Davio D. Porrer,
Aeting Rear- Adpeiraly Commanding Mississippi Squadrvon,

Brigadier-General A, W, Knuer,

Commanding Marine Brigade, Mississippi Squadron,

Lettor from Brigadior-Genoral Ellet, U. 8. Army, to Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U, 8.
Navy, assuming responsibility for the course of his subordinate officor.

HeapQuarrrrs Mississiper Marine Bricapn,
Ilagship Aadocraty off” Young's Pointy April 1, 1863,
Apymmear: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your
communicationof the31st of March, informing me that you had ordered
the arrest of one of my oflicers, Licutenant-Colonel John A, Ellet, for
obedience to my ovders.  Permit me to swy, Admiral, that I assume all
the responsibility attached to Licutenant-Colonel Ellet’s course, who
acted under a general order emanating from these headquarters to the
effect that no oflicer of the Mississippt Marine Brigade should move a
vessel of this command without lirst obtaining the sanction of the
general commanding or, in his absence, of the highest oflicer present.
Permit me further to state that while T retain command of the brigade
no subordinate oflicer will he permitted to execute any order not trans-
mitted through the proper military channel.
Very respeetfully, your obedient servant,
Avrrep W, lnLer,
Brigadicr-(ieneral, Commanding Mississippi Marine Brigade.,
Acting Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porreg,
Mississippi Squadron.

Lottor from Acting Roar-Adwmiral Porter, U, 8. Navy, to Brigadior-Gonoral Ellet, U, §.
Army, requosting an intorviow.

UE S, Mississieer SQUADRON, Aprid 2] 1863,
Sie: Will you please come on hoard the flagship? 1 wish to confes
with you.
Very respeetfully, vour obedient servant,
Davip D. Porrer,
Aeting Rear- Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.
Brigadier-General A, W, Kuier,
Commanding Mavine Brigade, Mississippi Squadron,
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Lotter from Rear-Admiral Fairagut, U. 8, Navy, to Acting Kear-Admiral Porter, U. 8,
Navy, vogarding the guns of the late U. 8. 8, Indianola,

U. 5. IFracsume Harrrorn,
Below Vieksburg, March 27, 1803,

My Dpar Abvyiran: I have this moment received your letter stat-
ing that the provisions will be down to-night. 1 hope they will come
safely,

I wnll look for the guns of the /fadianola.  Acklin said they got two of
them; one was thrown over hoard, one burst at the muzzle, and the two
<aved were sent to Alexandria, 1 doubt this last, but T will look to it,
I am glad Kroehl has given it up. 1 think we ean do the work well
vu(mg_‘,h with barrels of powder. [ hope she will slide oft into deep

ater and disappear. 1 do not see how the rebels managed to get the
cung off of her.  Palmer and Jenking are well and send their regards
{0 you. Tam greatly ol)]lg,o(l to you for your kind offer to stay “with
vou when I come up again, but I think this is my last trip up the
river.

My mental work has n(‘nlv worn me out. I think if T get down
safely T will ask to be relioved.

I am greatly obliged to you for your kindness to my son. [ think
you will tind him a fine hoy, dllh(mnh an only son.  The enemy is
working so hard at Warrenfon to hlock vou up that I think I shall go
down (o- night, but T still trust that you will send a foree sufficient to
blockade Ked River before T am compelled to leave.

Wishing you every sueeess in your work and a confirmation of rank,
[ remanin,

Very truly, your friend,
D. (i, Farracur,
Rear-ddmiral.

Rear-Admiral D. D. Porrer,

Commanding Mississippi 1'1otila, abore Vicksbury.

The Alatross will be on the lookout for the lighter of provisions.
D. G

Lottor from Rear-Admiral Farragut, U. 8. Navy, to Aocting Roar-Admiral Porter, U. 8,
Navy, urging tho need of additional forco for holding Red Rivor.

U, S, Fraasme Harrrorn,
Below Vieksbhurg, Miss., Maveh 27, 1863,

My Dear Apyiran: I received Inst evening your letter in reply to
mine of yesterday from Biggs’ farm,

Allh()ugh 1 am mue ‘h obliged to you for thc Auu/ erland, as she ean
he of great service to me it she succceds in passing the hatterics at
Warronton and Grand Gult, still T vegret exceedingly that you can
not let me have two ironelads,

You misunderstood my object if you supposed that 1 wmntv(l these
vessels for our greater seearityy for whatever may be the fact, I assure
vou that I have not the sh;,hlvst apprehension of all the forces of the
enemy that I know ol in this river and in its tributaries. My desire
was to make you fully comprehend my isolated position, separated
from one of the most extensive commands on our sencoast, without the

N W R-—-vol 20-—-—3
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ability of communicating with them except by fighting my way back,
to do which I shall have to abandon the blockade of Red River, which,
like yourself, I deem the most important point ab presents still my
time is limited, and I do not wish to leave Red River until you can
supply a force adequate to the blockade which I have asked for. It
this ean be done in & month or six weeks I shall hope to maintain the
blockade during that period, and will try to open » communication
with General Banks ecross the point opposite Port Hadson,,

I should have been very much grut,ifi(e(ll to have scen and talked these
matters over with you as I did with General Grant yesterday; he may
he able to give you our views then entertained. 1 see that general’s
great difficulty in acting helow Vicksburg is the want of transportation,
which, whenever he can obtain, Grand Gulf should be occupied, as
their 80-pounder Parrott are quite an annoyance.  They appear to be
fortifying Warrenton cither for the {)m‘posc of destroying our vessels
or in anticipation of an attack; T shall therefore drop down this even-
ing or to-night, as I must not expose my ship more than is necessary.

With a strong hope that you will yet be able to furnish the force |
ask in time .forﬁmlding Red River,

I remain, very truly, your friend and obedient servant,

DL G Farracur,
Lecar- Admdral.

Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. Ponrer,

Commanding U7, S, Mississippe Squadron,

Order of Roar-Admiral Farragut, U, 8. Navy, to Colonel Charles Ellet, U. 8. Army, com-
manding U, 8, ram 8witzorland,

Brrow Viexssura, Miss., March 27, | 1863).

[ have received a letler from Acting Rear-Admiral D, D. Porter,
placing you and your vessel under my command for the present. |
wish, therefore, that you will fill her up with coal, and as soon as your
repairs are made come down to the fadiunola, a little helow New Car-
thage, and join me. 1 shall wait there a day or two in order to
destroy that vessel.  You will pass the bhatteries at. Warrenton in the
night, so as to hring your vessel down in good order.

I shall probably drop down to-night.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
' (DGl Farracun,]
~ Leear- deiniral.
Colonel Ciarnes Ko,
Commanding U. S. Ram Switzerland,

Report of Roar-Admiral Farragut, U. 8. Navy, roforring to tho necossity of reducing the
Warrenton hatteries,

U. S, Fraasime Tarrrorn,
Below Vicksburg, Miss., Mareh 27, 1863,
Si: Upon my arrival here I had the honor to address you a lengthy
communication in velation to my passage up this river. My objeet, as
1 then stated, wag to communicate with Genaral Grant and Admiral
Porter, and to apply to the latter for an adequate foree—i, e., two
ironclads and two rams to blockade Red River, which would leave meat.
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liberty to avail myself of the carliest opportunity to return to New
Orleans and assume the command of my squadron, from which T am
now entirely separated.

Tho ahbsenco of Admiral Porter up the Yazoo prevented my com-
municating with him and receiving his final answer until last night,
when he informed me that he could at present only spare me the ram
Switzerland, which had been sent down by General Ellet, together
with another, called the Lancaster, two days ago, for the purpose of
making an attuck upon Warrenton and assisting me in the blockade
of Red River, General Ellet, however, from an excess of zeal, sent
his vessels down in open daylight, in consequence of which one was
totally destroyed and the other, the Switzerland, seriously damaged,
but she will be ready for service in a day or two, and will necompany
me down to Red River, which place T hope to blockade and cut oft the
enemy’s supplies to Vicksburg and Port Hudson until Admiral Porter
sends me an adequate force to perform that duty, when 1 shall
endeavor to run by the batteries at Port Hudson and rejoin my
command.

I have obtained from General Grant and Admiral Porter a full sup-
ply of coal to last me, with great economy, n month or six weeks. _

The enemy have now made their fortifications at Warrenton so for-
midable that it is hazardous tor the vessels to pass up by that place to
obtain their supplies, and until those batteries are reduced the chance
of-getting supplies from this end of the line, as well as from the other,
will be very precarious; although they flonted me a coul barge down
past-Vickshurg with perfect success, and by choosing dark nights they
may succeed frequently stilly notwithstanding that this fortification at
Warrenton ineranses the distance some 5 or 6 miles,

I have attacked the Warrenton batteries some three different times
since 1 have been here, and although my ship and boats have suffered
much, I have lost no lives, nor had any wounded, but as the enemy
has had two or three days to prepare in, my passage down may not he
so successful,

I have urged upon Admiral Porter the necessity of sending me the
force which 1 have requested at as early a day as possible, as, when
the time arvives, I shall be compelled to quit Red River and take my
chances for New Orleans.

All of which is respectfully submitted by,

Your obedient servant,
D. G, Farkacur,
Llear-Admiral.
Hon, Gipron WeLLES,
Seevetary of the Nawy,
[Endorsement, |

Porter should send boats helow, v
W/ ELLes).

Roport of tho soorotary of Rear-Admiral Farragut, U. 8, Navy, covoring oporations from
March 27 to April 7, 1863.

U8, Sriam SLoor PENSACOLA,
Of New Opleans, April 13, 186.3.
S On the morning of the 27th, about daybreak, the admiral, in
the Hartford, ongaged the batteries at Warrenton, 8 miles below



36 WEST GULE BLOCKADING SQUADRON,

Viekshurg, and passed below it,  On the morning of (he 29th, hefore
daylight, the A7batross, having taken ina full supply of provisions from
n barge which had heen flonted down the previous morning hy Adiniral
Porter, also passed the Warrenton hattery and anchored near the lag-
ship. Tt was blowing quite heavily from the north, and on the morn-
ing of the 29th, about { a, m., the whart boat Vekshrg having hroken
adrift. from her moorings at the city, flonted down and ran ashore
opposite to where the ariford and Albatross were anchored,  During
the day (29th) an ofticer was sent on hoard of the Viedshurg, but found
that her machinery had all heen removed, and she had nothing on
hoard save four muskets and accouterments, which probably helonged
to the guard,  While the admival was hesitating as to the propriety of
retnining her as o wharf boat, or rather depot, the rebels came down
and (on the night of the 80th) hurned her,

The Switzerltand, Hartford, and Albatross being all filled up with
conl and provisions flonted down by General Grant and Admiral Por-
tor in harges, the damages to the Switzerland heing fully vepuived,
that vessel pussed Warrenton on the morning of the 81st, and at dny-
light the little squadron got underway and proceeded down the viver to
n Mr, Turner’s plantation, where, on our passage up, we had seen the
wreck of the nddanola,  We found no traces ot the wreek, but learned
that it had slid oft into deep water during the late gale.  We anchored
at this place and remained until about 6:30 p. m., when we got under-
way, proceeded down, and engaged the battery at Grand Gulf.  This
hattery consisted of some two or three heavy guns sent down (rom
Vickshurg,  One of these guns was mounted upon a stenmer which
had heen concenled up the Big Black River, ’.l“lm enemy aiso had n
light field battery,  They struek the Switzerland twice, doing no dum-
nge, howevers the Abatross was not straek at all, The /e ford was
struck only onece, but this shot struek an iron hummock stanchion,
threw a frangment of it forward nearly half the length of the ship, and
killed — - Jones, landsman; this was our only casualty.

Wo passed this battery in about {ifteen minutes and anchoved helow
Greand Crult for the night, »

At daylight on the 1st instant got underw:y, proceeded to the mouth
ol Red River, where we anchored about sundown, destroying in our
passage down o lnrge number of skifls and flatbonts,

We remained blockading Red River at its mouth until the morning
of tho 6th instant, when we got underway at about 180w, m, and pro-
eneded down to Bayou Sarny where wo stopped, seized upon and threw
into the river about 10,000 sacks of corn, and then proceeded on our
way to Port Hudson, where we anchored ahout 5 miles above the
batteries at 3 p. m. on the 6th,

On the evening ol the Tth, at S:1H poon, et the Jartford, and
bowedod the 2chmond, oft Baton Rouge, about 2 a. m. on the Sth
instant,

The health of the squadron above is good,

Very respectlully submitted, your obedient servant,
[9. C. (1ABAUDAN,
Lear- Admival’s Secretary.

Commodore 11, W, Monris, N _ »
Jommanding Lower Division of West Guly” Blockdy. Squudron,
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Lottor from Acting Ronr-Admiral Porter, U, 8. Navy, to Rour-Admiral Farragut, U. 8,
Navy, rogarding genoral affuirs.

LS. Massissierr SQUADRON,
Yazoo River, dareh 28, 1863.

My Dwear Apyrar: You misunderstood the purport of my letter,*
I never supposed fora moment that you wanted the jironelads for vour
own seeurity, for the Zariford conld whip all the vebel nuvy in these
waters, T only spoke of the greater efticieney of the Switzerland, |
have here only five ironelads that can stem the current-—not mention-
ing the Zafayette, which I had brought down here (o have her com-
pleted.  She will not he it for service Tor a time to come,

It you could see the five ironelads that have just returned from the
most remarkable oxpedition vessels ever stavted on, you would not
think them very suitable for running any distance.  They are almost
to picces—-rudders gone, pipes down, every hoat smashed, decks swept,
and wheels broken,

“The play was worth the candle,” and. had we got through and
formed a junction with the expedition that got through Yazoo Pass, it
would have settled Vieksburg,  But 1 could not afford to vun any
risks, and, our avmy heing far hehind for want of transportation, 1
gavoe it up (as 1 sinee found out) very wisoly, ns the enemy sent 6,000
men up l"\m'o with heavy guns. So we had all our knocking to pieces
for nothing,  That I don’t mind, ns long as 1 lose none of the vessels;
for our people nt the North howlso over the lossof anold rat-trap that
it makes me enutious, My iden is, & Nothing venture, nothing gnin,”

I thought you wanted the ironelads vight oft, which could not vory
well he doney hut I shall have no difficalty in getting a foree to Red
River hefore you leave,  We are going (o work our way down the
Bayou Macon, and some morning you will see us coming out of the
mouth of Red River.  Please don't send a hroadside into us,

The voute [ speak of is very practicable, and is now open.  There
will he some Ii;;"llin;: to do, but that we get paid for,

I hope you received your provisions, T heard o gan five about the
time the harge mvived opposite the town, which T presume was an
aloerme given, enused by the smell of pork, which (he nostrils of the
rebels are not used to.  Couald they have eaptuved that barge, they
would have saluted with 200 guns, '

I don’t. know yet how our expedition down the Yuzoo Pass gets
nlong,  They waited one week longer than they should have done for
some soldiersy when their orders were to push on and wait. for nothing:,
They guyve the enemy just time (o eveet a fort of six heavy guny,
which our fellows have heen fighting ever sinee, with n loss of 36
killed and wounded,

When I get all my chickens together we will commenee the descent
of the Bayou Mag¢on into Red River, It the vebels have not recovered
those I X-inch guns, we can elean out that country ina short time,  [f
chey have got them they can give us trouble in nnnerow viver where
only two vossels ean ight abreast,

Your son went up last night. 1 sent him in one of our vessels,

I wais sorry not to see you hefore you wentb, but I was so worn-out
altor tho Inte expadition that T was not it to attempt the walk, 1 have
been suflering lately with dysenfery, and am not strong.  Remember

)

¥See p. 28,
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me (o Palmer and Jenkins, and when you meet. my old friend Aldon,
sy o thousand kind things for me. T hope it is not truo that
Cummings is killed.  He was o gallant oflicer and too good aman to
lose,
With best wishes Tor your suceess and safe arvival helow,
I remain traly and sincerely yours,
Davin D, Porrek,
Aeting Rear- Admival,
Renr-Admival D. G, farracur,
Conananding Western (Eulf" Blockading Syuadvon,

Ordor of Roar-Admiral Farragut, U, 8, Navy, to Colonol Ellet, U. 8, Army, rogarding
the passago of tho battories.

Brrow Warrunron, Miss., March 28, | 186.3),

Coroxere T am informed that your hoilers will he vepaired by noon
to-morrow,

[ donot know how you can supply yourself with fuel helow,  Iaving
been down yourself'in the Quecn o' the West, yon know what your
chances are for procuring wood; but if & barge comes down with pro-
visions, I think that you would do well to put some coal into it from
tho conl harge and bring it down with you. It will tow well, but the
cond hurge will subjeet you to & heavy five at Girand Culf,

[ wish you to pass hoth batteries at night, for wo must remember
that we have no facilitios for repaivs after we leave here until we
return or rench New Orleans: besides we must he eareful of the lives
intrusted to us,

I shall await youat New Carthago,

Respeetfully, your obedient servant,
| [ Gl Itareacuy|
Reap-Cdniival,
Colonel Crannes nner,
Commanding {0 S0 Lo Swdlzepland,

2R
Hrdor of Roav-Admival Farragut, U, #, Navy, to TLioutonant-Commander Iart, U. 8§,
Navy, commanding U, 8. 8. Albratross, vogarding coal and provisions,

UL, FFraasire Hareronn,
Below Warrenton, Miss., Mareh 28, 1863,

CGarraN: Did tho barge come down or not? 11 it did, and you find
the provisions too many to hring hetween you and the Switzerland,
you had hetter tow the harge down to-night, for I fear that it has
heon eaptured, in which event you had belter seo it the amount you
require cun not he hrought down through the eanal, 1 am anxious to
ot down the viver as fur ay New Carthage, but am afraid to leave
hore until you nre past the batteries. 16 you como down at night 1
think there will be no risk of damage, as they have nothing heavier
than o 30-pounder Parvott.

II the bargo comes down with provisions 1 think Colonel Fllet had
hetter Gill her with coal from the conl barge and bring her down with
him; otherwiso 1 do not seo how he is to obtain fuel when his present
stock is oxhausted. 11 the harge is down, or comes to-night, you had
better come along down with it. I shall spend o day or two at Now
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Carthagre in teving to destroy the /ndianolu, and you ean both meet
wee there, 11 in coming down you nre disubled show n red Tantern
ancd we will go to your assistance,
Very respectfully,
[D. Gl Ifanrracu,
Lear-ddmiral,
Licatenant-Clommunder Jowxs 1, Tawr,
Commanding (0 S, N, Alhatross,

Lottor fiom Roar-Admiral Farragut, U, 8, Navy, to Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U, E:

Navy, acknowledging the rocoipt of provisions and roferring to various eperations,

Brrow Warrenron, March 30, | 1863).

My Dwear Avsigan: 1 have to acknowledgo the arvival of a barge
londd of provisions, for which T am greatly obliged to you.

They fired, nccording to the statement of tho officers of the Albe-
fross, some fifteen shot, but only touched her once, and then did her
no damage, s the shot passed through one corner, 1 now have all
my provisions on board, but the weather has heen so cold and dis-
aprecable, to suy nothing ol its blowing a gale of wind, I have not
cared to drop down,

It appears that the old Fieksburg broke adrift from her moorings
ab thoe city, and she cnme down upon us at 1 o’clock in the morning,
Weo thought that the enemy were upon us, but soon discovered her to
he o harmless hulk, as sho went down o little below us, at which T was
much gratified, as it enables me o show the oflicers and men of thiy
ship the difference between the offects of rumming and the necounts
of the sume,  We were Lold that the Queen of the Wesé van into_and
sunk the Viekshury: the fact is the hont was seaveely injured, and tho
ram harely broke the outer vim of her guard; nor do I helieve that
the /ndianola was seviously injured, or else why would our peoplo
have eut the pipes to sink her? L simll, however, mako it my busi-
ness to carelully examine these points, as 1 find that it is by such
stories as these” that our people are domoralized, T may take the
Vieksburg down with me, although T am afreaid that she will prove an
elephant and be wsource of more trouble than profit to me, in which
ease, however, T enn always burn her, H}m‘,ha(jl_ino't,hi;,\giu‘f!;éiﬁ_sgi\fe
some Towr or five muskets and the bedding .of  the,; & tv‘{“‘»%gw;wg
mnchinery and everything belonging IL()" har hag ;‘bgzﬁm}}%ﬂ 10! éd Lo

1 most “sincerely hope that you willy ,gg(;g@;{,ii_,i,,;;yonx),g‘;}tt_tgiixﬁzp!z{ted
enterprise down the Macon, | shall w,’:i?‘;l},fm;‘ymlf}\(ith,{hx‘tm)ﬁﬁéi}'i,i,_mr»
ost, but do not come out in thy night, bechuge it will he out’of my
power to distinguish friend from foey in the daytime, however, your
g will suflice to designate your nutionality. It your transports gob
through to Red River, it seems to me that by landing 20,000 men ab
Bayou Sara, and General Banks moving up from Baton Rouge upon
Port Hudson, that place must fall,

I am in hopes that the Switzerland will be down to-night, as 1 do
not like to leave before T see her down, for fear that some additional
necident may happen to her, \

Very truly, your friend and obedient servant,
[D. Go Farraaur,)
Rear- Adneiral,
Rear-Admiral D, D, Porrg,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron,
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Roport of Acting Roar-Adwiral Portor, U, 8, Navy, making rocommondations to the
Dopartment regarding the blookading of Xod River, :
MISSISSIPPT SQUADRON,
Yazoo Rivery Marveh 50, 1863,

Siry 1 have reccived urgent applieations from Admiral Farragut to
send him two ironelads for the purpose of blockading Red River when
he lenves that place,

The time was when two ironelads (or the two vessels T did send
thore) would have sufliced (o blockade Red River effectually, but the
Pt of the Queen of' the West boing on tho other sido instead of on
ours, makes it necessary to send n niore effective force than the one
nsked for. I am anxious 1o consult the public interesty, and could |
have done so with safety, would have sent a foree helow long since.
In my judgment, the Zancaster and Swilzerland were not in o condi-
tion to go, and T was right in my opinion, for a single shot striking
the hall of the Lancaster cut her righn; in two.  She was not fit for a
conl harge even, so old and rvotten was she,  The other got through
more by good luck than good management. I have other vessels here,
it is true, but when they go bhelow they will not bo able to get up
agnin,  There ave three points on the Mississippi River between this

and Red River which none of our Pook stenmers ean pass on aeeount

of enrrvent.’

I must keep something veady for important operations here, and,
tuking everything into consideration, my judgment tells me that the
admiral should stay at Red River as long s his vossols will float, 1
have supplied him with provisions and conl, and can continue to do so.
Ho could not he of such servico anywhere as whore he is now, and
even if he goes himself he should not withdrmw his vessels, which are
the only means of starving out. Port. Hudson, T ean not, of eourse,
muke (hese suggestions to Admival Farragut, but it the Department
thinks with me they might express such wishes; the admiral would he
satisfied, 1 am sure, to earry out the programme,

No one knows except those here the importance of stopping up Red
River and commanding the west haunk of the Mississippi, — The loss of
n few vessels on our side is nothing compaved to the injury we inflict
on the whole Southern Confederney.

Gofioral Grant will soon want gunboats on the other side of Vieks-

huvgy it he thinks of ocatipying Grand Gull- -which he talks of. 1n
that enss AdniAbaeragut will be released, for T should find i
necossnry (o wupport ‘Gongil CGirant) to vun the whole fleet below,
with eight months’ provisidlis and conl.
I vemmning sir, very vespeetfully, yvour obedient servant,
Davin D, Porre,
Acting Boar- Admiral, Conomanding Mississippic Squadyon,

Hon, Grorox WL,
Secrclary of Uhe Navy, Washinglon,

Boport of Lioutonant-Colonel Ellot, U, #, Army, commanding V. 8. ram Bwitzorland,
announcing roadiness for movomaent,
Migsissierr River Ray Frswr,
U. 8. Steam Ram Switzerland, below Vickshurg, March 30, 1563,
) ,/) )
Diar Uncri: We got steam up lnte yesterday evening and moved
the bout inside the crevasse,  lverything worked like o charm,  Weo
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nre now busily engnged in putting on the cotton and getting the coal
changed, The work will be fully completed hy 3 o'clock this p.m.,
and we will then await the most favorable part of the night for a start,

The empty bargo leaked considevably when we eame to put the conl
into ity for that reason I did not have the men work after 12 o’clock,
hoping that it would swell by morning: and hesides we have plenty
of time (o got everything done before night.

['sond you two newspaper parngraphs; you will find them interest-
ing and insulting.  You ean expect nothing from a hog hut n grunt,
Grood-bye; don’t forget to write to father.

Your affectionnte nephow, Jony AL Kniwr,

[ Brigadior-General Ao W, 1oL, |

P. S~ any one comes down here from the fleet to-day send
some matches, salt, pepper, postage stamps, and Washington medal-
lion pens.

‘

Roport of Lioutonant-Colonel Ellet, U. §, Army, commanding U, 8. ram Switzorland,
rogarding oporations of that vossel from March 28 to May 17,

U, S, Sreasd RAM SWITZERLAND,
Movth of Red Rivery Lao, May 20, 1863,

Gunerarn: In accordanee with your instructions dated Marveh 28 1
took command of this vessel.  The injuries received in the passage
ol the Viekshurg battories heing fully repaired, T passed the battories
at Warrenton on the morning of Marveh 31 hefore daylight. To my
greal, surprise the enemy fired but one gun, probably owing to the
severe hombardment ot the batteries by Admiral Farragut on the day
previous,  Below Warrenton Ijoined Admiral Ifarengut with his two
vessels, the Zaviford and Alhatross, and we proceeded down the river
in compny,  We stopped below New Carthage until after nightfall
that wo might have the ndvantage of the davkness in passing the bat-
teries ab Girand Gulf, AL S Oclock we started past, the batteries, the
Swetzerland in the advance,  We were exposed ton very hot five lor
nhout (ifteen minutes, to which -we vigoronsly replied. My vessol
was bwico struck, but no one was injm'o(f, and but trifling damngo was
dono to the boat.  We then proceeded to the month of Red River,
the blockade of which we have maintained ever sinee. AL yawls and
cathonts in our course were destroyed to prevent the erossing of
(roops or supplies. T have theee times heen down the river as far as
Port, Hudson, to communicate across the peninsula with Admiral Far-
rngut’s fleet below.  The point was strongly guarded by the enemy,
but. by shelling the woods and then sending out o strong prrty ax an
escort the messenger was ench time enabled to reach his destination in
sfoty.

On our last trip sharp skirmishing with tho enemy’s pickets ensued,
in which we took two prisoners and wounded others; no easunltios on
our side,  We captured o signal station contuining 15 pairs of hlan-
kets, 0 quantity of clothing, small arns, provisions, torches, rockets,
ete, At Buyou Surea wo destroyed 80 hogsheads of sugary 500 sneks
of corn, corn meanl, and hominy, together with 100 hushels of swoef
wtntoes intended for the rebel nrmy at Port Hodson,  On the lat of
kmy I was digpatched to Gorand Gulfy, Miss,, by Admiral Farragut to
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communicnte with Admiral Porter, whom we learned was lying with
his gunbonts nhove that point, to obtain of him some jronelad vessels
to cooperato with General Banks, who was marching on Alexandria,
L was gratified to find that Grand Gull was ours and that Admiral
Porter was below that point,  Admiral Porter immediately deter-
mined to go up Rod River with three ironelads, the wooden gunhoant
(leneral ﬂm’w, andd the ram Swéitzerlund,  Avrviving at the mouth of
Red River, our fleet was joined by the /Zisérella and Arizona, two small
schooner-rigged wooden gunbonts belonging to Admiral Farvagut’s
fleet, these ﬁnvinp; avrived from Berwick Bay through the Atchafalaya
River during my absence, The seven vessels then sturted up Red
River, the Switzerland loading the van,  Wo encountered no obstrue-
tions until we renched Fort De Russy (Gordon’s Landing).  The fort
was ovacuated, but the enemy had placed a large ralt neross the river,
which was casily vemoved, T'he ensemates of the fort were entirvely
destroyed and Government property (Confederate) burned,  We then
yroceeded to Alexandrin, w\lich lnes was also evacunted,  Admiral
>orter took possession ab 9 ()’(,-loch( wo my, and General Banks arvived
nt 6 o’clock pom, The vebel forces under Generals Taylor and Sibley
retrented up the river to Shroveport, taking with them all their gun-
hoats and transports,  As it was veported that there was but 8 feet of
water on the fallsy Admiral Porter did not think it prudent for the
fleet to pursue them, e therefore, on the following morning, sent,
an expedition up the Black and Washita [Ouachita] vivers, It con-
sisted of the ironclad gunbount F%itshurg, the wooden hoats rizona
and /dce, and the vam Swetzerlund,  Wo nscended the Black River
to tho town of Trinity, at which point Black River is formed by the
confluence of Washitn [Ouachita], Tensng, and Little vivers,  Here we
destroyed n lnrgo amount of stores intended for the rebel army, con-
sisting of sugar, molasses, salt, saltpeter, tobneco, hacon, ote,  We
thon proceeded up the Washita {Ouachita] to n place enlled Harrison-
burg, 80 miles from the mouth of Black River and 15 from Prinity.
Here wo met with a serious obstruetion in the shape of n strong rebel
fortificntion ealled Irort Beauregnrd, 'T'ho ./’/(,/.x'%m'.(/, Ardzona, nnd
(feneral Price hombarded the fort for three hours with their long-
rangoe guns, but ag my small hattery would not veach the fortifientions
I was obliged to amuse myself by shelling the woods on either side of
the river to repel sharpshooters .‘murelm{ along the bank to five upon
our gunners,  The enemy had no heavy guns in position,  Their
battory ‘consisted of one 19, two 825, and 0 huttery of (wolve small
ficldpiceos; but these were so thoroughly protected by their heavy
enrthworks that owr guns made no impression on them, 1t was there-
fore thought hest to inform Admiral Porter of the condition of aflfuirs,
that he might send up the other ‘two ironclads to assist in the redue-
tion of the fort.  The Switzerland was dispatehed to Aloxandriv, for
that purpose, L met Admiral Povter in the Benton on Red River, just
below Ifort De Russy, and delivered my messago and disputehes, e
sont mo hack to order all the hoats down to tho mouth of Red River
forthwith, Tdidso, Arviving at thomouth of Black River, I'received
an order from him to proceed to Alexandrin to cooperate with the
army,  But two I)rigu(\ns vemnined at that point, under General
Woeitzel, the rest having returned to Simmesport, on the Atchafalaya,

A body of "Texag eavalry, about 1,000 strong, had hecome trouble-
somo to Ctenoral Weitzols outposts,  Thoy wore encamped on Bayou
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Rapides, 20 miles above Alexandrin, and had a battery of fieldpicces
woteeted by o colton-bale Tortifieation at the junetion of Bayou
‘\’upi(luﬂ with Red River,

General Weitzel wanted to eateh them.,  His plan was to send a boat,
up the river to shell the battery and enrrying a suflicient number of
men to make o landing and hold the bridge across Bayou Rapides,
while n eavalry foree ent off their retrent in every other direction,
e asked the cooperation of my vessel, and complying with the
request, 800 soldiers were immediately sent on hoard,  We started up
the viver at 8 . m,, moving very slowly and cautiously over the fulls,
and sounding as we went,  We passed over without difliculty, and the
shallowest enst. of the lead that we oblained was 9 feet,  We had no
Red River pilot, and of course were compelled to guess at the channel,
The gradunted seale upon the wharf at Alexandrin, designed to show
the (h\pth of water on the falls, gave 13 feely, and 1 have no doubt we
would have found that amount had we known the channel.  This was
cight days after our arrival at Alexandrin, nnd the viver had been con-
<tantly falling,  The expedition upon which we were dispatehed was
not successfuly the enemy, secing the ram coming up the viver, ahan-
doned their cotton-hale fortifications and um:ul‘)u(fl)el’m'o the infantry
could land and cut oft their retreat,

Two days after, to wit, on the 17th day of May, the remainder of
Banks’ urmy left Alexandring and is now on the roud to Simmesport.
I covered their rear as long ay the rond followed the hank of the viver,
to keep them from being annoyed by the enemy’s cavalry, and then
proceeded to the mouth of Red River, where I am now lying, cleaning
ot owr hoilers and attending to some trifling repairs,  So constantly
hus my vessel been employed that T have not heen allowed to elean out
my boilers hefore sinee I passed Vicksburg, T had only ten days’ conl
when 1 started; though nearly two months have elapsed, T have been
able to sustain myself by hurning the enemy’s wood, L had hut thivty
days” rations, hut by fornging extensively T have managed to keop my
command in a healthy condition,  But two deaths have ocenrred during
the time. A negro, nnme unknown, fell overbonrd on Red River and
was drowned,

Richard T\ Allis, Company G, One hundred and tirst THinois volun-
teers, was erushed to denth by the pitman of the starbourd engine,
May 13, while working at the water pump.  The sanitary condition of
the command is excellenty as you will observe by reference to the con-
solidated report herewith transmitted.

Very regpectfully, vour ohedient servant,
Joun A, e,
Lieutenant-Colonedy, Conomanding Roawe Bty Mo Mo Brigad.e.

Brigadier-CGieneral A W,
Commanding Mississippe Mavine Brigude,

Ovdor of tho HBoorotary of tho Navy to Ronr-Admiral Farragut, U, 8, Navy, rogarding a
forco for ocoupying tho river botwoon Vioksburg and Port Hudson.

Navy Duparesine, April 2, 1863,
s Thoe Dopartment has weitten you ofticially with regaved to your
vallant. pussage of the Port Hudson batteries, The importance of
keoping o forco of sufficient strength botween Viekshurg and Port

S
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Hudson ean not he overestimated.  The fute of the Queen of the West
and  Iudianola, and the flinking  expeditions undertaken (o veduce
Vickshurg, hag prevented Acting Rear-Admiral Porter from attending
to thig vital point,  Now, however, he has been divected to consulf
with you and decide upon some plan for keeping a permanent and
suflicient foree in this veach of the river to ent oft” supplies that come
even to Richmond. ‘
With regard to your own movements, the Department feaves you
to act on your own judgment, expecting and trusting that you may
soon pass down us safely as you aseended,
Iamedintely upon the concelusion of Rear-Admival Du Pont’s attack
n large foreo of ironelads will be sent. to New Orvleans,
Very respeettfully,
(iiproNn WeLLEs,
Secrclary of the Navy.
Rear-Admiral D (i Fareacur,
Conemanding West (df Blockading Squadron,

Letter from the Assistant Boorotary of tho Navy to Roar-Admiral Farragut, U, 8, Navy,
oxprossing approval of his procoodings.
Navy Dueawesune, Apeil 2, 1863,

My Duar Avairar: I got yowr letter of the Tthy and the next day
we heard, through Richmond, ahout the true state of the case of your
pussing Port Tudson, The President thinks the importance of keep-
ing n forco of strength in this part of the river is so great that he
fully approved of your procoedings, always provided you and Porter
manage to hold on to it He is mther disgusted with the flanking
expedition, and predicted the failure from the fivst, and he ahways
obsorved that cutling, the rebels in two by our foree in the river was
ol the greater importance,

Al your hrave fellows that you left in the smoke at. Port Tudson
hohaved nobly, did their best, and deserve and will receive praise,
Smith immortalized himself,

The President suys look outy, or Grand Gull will he as strong as
Vickshurg,  No particular orders ean he given fo vou, only T pray
you tuke cure ol yourselfy and get haek ns soon s you shall deem i
hest,  As soon as Du Pont finishes matfers wostrong fovee ol ironeluds
will go directly to New Orleans, where we shall sead munitions, ax
well ns to Pensacoln,

The Queen af’ the West and Webh have gone down the Atehafaluya
aftor Woitzel,  The country hus settled down into n determination to
go through this war at all costs and at every saerifice,

Very truly, yours,
(. V. Fox.

Rear-Admival D, G, Farraaun,

Conananding West (Lulf' Blockading Squadron, New Opleans.

Lottor from the Hoorotary of tho Navy to Aoting Roear-Admiral Portor, U, 8, Navy,
rogarding tho ocoupation of the river hotwoon Vieksburg and Port Hudson,

Navy Dwepeawrsuse, Aprid 2, 186.5,
~Sir: The Department is acquainted with your withdrawal from the
Yuzoo, by tolograph from General Grant, under date of the 25th
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altimo.  Nothing definite orv positive has been heard from the Yazoo
Pass expedition sinee it started,  "The Richmond papers announce that
two of the rams attempted to pass the Vieksburg hatteries in daylight
and that one was sunk, 16 remains for your dispatehes to inform the
Department whether additional disgrace and disaster ave to attach to
the Navy from recklessness and disobedience of orders on the part of
those not under the naval articles of war,

Rear-Admiral Farragut is below Vicksburg, after a suceessful and
anllant passnge of the Port Hudson hatteries, The occupation of the
viver between Vieksburg and Port Hudson is the severest hlow that
cin he struek upon the enemy, is worth all the risk encountered by
Rear-Admival Fareagut, and in the opinion of this Department is of
e greater importance than the flanking expeditions, which thus fav
have prevented the consunmation of this most desivable object.

[ desire that yvou will consult with Rear-Admiral Farragut and
decide how this objeet ean best be obtained.

Very respeetfully,
: Copron Wennes,
Neeretury of the Nawvy.
Acting Rear-Admiral Davio D, Porrer,
Convmanding Mississippi Squadvon, Cairo, 111

Lottor from Reav-Admiral Farragut, U, 8, Navy, to Major-Genoral Banks, U, 8, Army,
announcing his return within communicating distance,

Asovie Porr Hubsox, Aprd 6, 1863,

My Dear (renpran: Thanks to an overruling Providence, 1 am
once more baek again to within communienting distanee with you, and
Favail myself of the first opportunity to send you the communication
of Gieneral Grant, together with this dispateh, Tt is my intention to
await. him, and (o maintain o rvigid blockade at the mouth of Red
River until the arvival or failure of the foree above o join me and
make the attack upon Port Hudson, as indieated in the communication
ol General Granty 1 confess that my ignorance of the inland naviga-
tion alluded to prevents me from being able to express an opinion as
to when they will accomplish theiv work, i at all,

I it ean be done it will be w celever thing, but 1 have seen so little
accomplished as yet by onr Torees that I have now determined to await
until something is necomplished hefore T form an opinion,

The failure of my vessels (o get by Port Hudson was asad blow Lo
me, and yetitwas what might have heen naturally looked forin a hattle;
a chance shot disabled the 22/c¢/nond, and the pilots did the rest by
running the ship ashore. We excaped with on]iy [ man killed and 9
dichtly wounded, and the vessel was not injured at all, ull‘houigh she
was frequently struck. 1 have fought the hatteries at Grand Guli
and at Warrenton five times since and have lost 3 more of iy men,
but altogether wo have eseaped very well,  Had two more of my
vessels passed T would not have had to apply to Admiral Porter for
additionnl vessels to blockade Red River.  As’it s, L have only one
am, the Switzerland, and my force heing so very small we [ave] com-
pelled to keep together, but 1 hope it will not be long before we hear
of the upper fleet.  The rashness of General Ellet in running down
hix two rams in open day deprived me of the nse of one of them; still,
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even one is better than none. I was enabled to fill ap my coal and
yrovisions which were floated down to me.  In order to blockade Red
hivm' I returned there as soon as 1 could get my supplies and repaiv
the damages to the Switzerland.  'The rams did not lose o man in pass-
ing Viekshurg batteries, but the Lancester was sunk and the Switzer-
land received two.shots in her boilers,  The former was an old and
worthless hoat of the frailest construction; my greatest difficulty now
is to keep the Switzerland in fuel.  This ship and the Albatross have
over a month’s supply.,

I was much gratified to lenrn that you were in possession of the point
opposite Port. Hudson, and 1 hope we will be able to keep open the
communication. [ shall not make my visits often, however, as 1 wisl
to prevent boats going either up or down the Mississippi from Red
River, i

I suppose they will attack me soon, but Iam all veady for them and
I suppose we will get used to fighting after a while,

My teelings have been most severely exercised in consequence of the
disaster at Port Hudson,  Not knowing what had caused it, and having
such implicit fuith in the several commanders, I felt and feared the
worst of consequences to them, and was greatly relieved when 1 learned
through the rebel papers that none of them was killed but poor Cum-
mings, who was o great loss both to the country and to his family,
The injury to MeKinstry, T hope, is not so bad as they made it, and
that he will not he obliged to lose his leg,  "Their failure to get through
I know was almost death to them all. Poor Smith! 1T was afraid
to hear from him, 1 saw all from a distance, yet was unable to help
them, and blumed no one, because, as 1 told the Department, 1 knew
they did all in their power to get through.

Very respeetfully, and truly yours,
[D. G Farracur],
Locar- ddmiral, Commanding.
Major-Gieneral N P Banks,
Commanding Depavtinent of' the (fulf.

Leotter from Roar-Admiral Farragut, U, 8. Navy, to Major-Genoral Banks, U. 8. Army,
forwarding captured mail, :

Aove Porr Hupsox, April 6, 1863.
I herewith enclose & mail captured at the mouth of Red River, The
letters all contain information of more or less importance.
Very respectfully,
D, G, Farraaur,
Rear-Admiral.
Major-General N, 1. Banks,
Commanding Department of the (fulf.

Ovdor of Roar-Admiral Farragut, U, 8, Navy, to Commandor Caldwoll, U. 8. Navy, senior
ofticor bolow Port Hudson, stating his whoroabouts,

ABovr Port Hubnson, Apred 6, 1863,
Send the encloged communication to the commanding oflicor at Baton
Rouge or the vicinity, and the othor papors send as directed.  Inform



WEST GULF BLOCKADING SQUADRON. 47

the general and Commodore Morris that 1 will retwrn to this point
once 1 week, unless prevented by civeumstances beyoud my confrol.
AL all other times T shall be at the mouth of Red River. ILet me
know, as far as you can, all the faets of the disaster at Port Hudson,
This ship lost L killed and 2 slightly wounded; ship not mueh dam-
ngeds We lost 2 men killed at Grand Gulf going up and 1 killed com-
ing down. . Mhatross lost 1 man at Port Hudson.  We have had three
fichts with a casemated battery at Warrenton; no one killed; ship
somewhat cut up.  Coaled and provisioned at Vieksburg: ave all full,

Very respectfully, vour obedient servant,

D. G, Fanracur,
Rear- Admiral.
Commander C. . B. Canbwisw,
Senior Naval Officer below Port 1hedson.

Roport of Rear-Admiral Farragut, U, 8, Navy, regarding genoral matters.

No, S U. S, Fracsime Harrrorp,
Above Port Thudson, La., April 6, 1863.

Sir: 1 have had the honor to address you, via Chivo, on the 16th
ultimo relative to my passago by Port Hudson and the disaster to my
leet, on the 19th ultimo detailing my passage up the river past Gieand
Gulfy, and on the 27th ultimo concerning my communicating with
Acting Rear-Admiral D, D, Porter and Major-General Grant, my
cncounters with the Warrenton batteries, ete.

[ succeeded in obtaining from Admiral Porter only one ram, the
Nvitzerland, which General Ellet had sent down previous to his (the
admiral’s) avrival, and the admiral is of the opinion that he had no
vessels suitable to send down, but promised soon to be down himself
al the mouth of Red River, vin Lake Providence, Bayou Magon, and
Blaek River, with a suitable foree to cooperate with General Banks in
an attack upon Porvt Hudson,  General Grant also sent me 2 communi-
cation for Greneral Banks, informing him that if the expedition could
he gotten through that way-—-and he thought it could---he would send
20,000 men to atlack Port Hudson from above while General Banks
should attack it from below.

They succeeded in sending me down past Vickshurg both coal and
provisions, and as soon as the repairs to the Swilzerland were com-
pleted, which occupied three or four days, I notified General Grant
and Admirval Porter that I should return to the mouth of Red River to
shut off the enemy’s supplies and there remain until their aveival or
the exhaustion of my sapplies, when I should return to New Orleans,

While helow Vicksburg 1 destroyed a whart boat (which [ found
some 8 miles above Warrenton) hy fiving her with shells,

During the last two days of my stay it blew a gale of wind from, the
northy and the steamer Vicksburg broke adrift from her moorings at
the eity and wentashore opposite tome,  Tentertained an idenof hring-
ing her down with me as o depot.  Upon examining I found that she
had no machinery, nor, in fact, anything in her save four muskets and
accouterments, which belonged, probably, to the guard. Perceiving
that she would he a great clog to my movements | hesitated about tak-
ing her in tow, and while so hesitating the enemy get fire to her and
she was totally consumed,
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On the night of the 20th ultimo the . Abafross and on that of the 30th
ultimo the Switzerland came down to my anchorage, and on the morn-
ing of the 81st ultimo we got underway and proceeded down the river
as far as the place where T had seen the Indianole, and there we
anchored for the purpose of ascortaining if I could do anything in the
way of making her destruetion more completo, but to my surprise she
was not to he found anywhere, and the negroes informed us that dur-
ing the gale she had slipped off into deep water.

At 6 p. m., 3lst ultimo, we got underway and proceeded down to
Girand Gulf. At S poome the enemy opened fire upon us with four
picces of rifled ul'lil‘m'y and one or two heavy guns, which Iatter we
supposed to be on board of a steamer.  We had heard of their having
heen sent down from Vicksburg in order to arrvest our progress.  The
steamer was from out of the Big Black River. They struck the
Switzerlend twice, but did her no damage.  They did not strike the
Albatross, and struck this ship but once, causing, however, the death
of Willinm Jones (Iandsman) by a fragment of an iron hammock stan-
chion flying forward nearly half the length of the ship--This was our
only ('usunﬁy, and wo anchored for the night just helow Grand Gulf,

On the morning of April 1 we reached Red River, where I remained
until this morning for the purpose of giving a good impression of our
permanent blockade,

[ learn from vebel letters and newspapers, captured in a mail on the
night of the 2d, of their determination to attuck ns with a number of
river boats and attempt to earrvy us hy hoarding, for all of which we
are pretty well prepared, and I hope to give them some trouble ere
they accomplish their design.

I left my anchorage this morning for the purpose of communicat-
ing across the peninsuln with General Banks and the oflicers of my
squadron,

The health of the ofticers and erew is generally good.

I enclose herewith a copy (A) of my last communication to Acting
Rear-Admiral Porters also his reply (B).

Very respectfully, your obedient sevvant,
‘ D, G, IParracur,
Rear- Admiral,

Hon. Giprox Wennes,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, . (.

Tottor from Rear-Admiral Farragut, U, 8, Navy, to Commodoro Morris, U, 8, Navy, asking
information regarding the disastor at Yort Hudson,

Asovie Powr Hubson, L, April 7, 18653,

Drar Commononre: Here we are agiin, just above Port Tudson, |
shall visit this place once n week, unless prevented by the enemy or
by accident, but [ will remain generally at the mouth of Red River
My passage past the forts at Port Hudson, thankg to God, was as
fortunate as belorve—~only 1 man killed and 2 slightly wounded. My
pilot, where T placed him, saved me, I had to cease fiving frequently
in order to sce where I was going. T thought Alden was close astern
of me, and was sad when 1 found that he did not round the pomt, and
J feared the worst, I know, as I told the Secretary, that they would



WEST GULEF BLOCKADING SQUADRON, 49

do all that men could to get round, and therefore feared that some of
them had been killed, I 'learned the first news from the rebel papers,
and was most thankful that it was no worse, although sad enough, but
such are the chanees of war, ' '

I ghall remain here until ! hear from our forces above, and then, if
I ean he of no turther service, I shall take my chances down the river,

Porter gave me but one ramy; in fact, she was given me by General
let, who, with more zeal than diseretion, permitted his nephew to
run down after daybreal, and in consequence one of the rams was
sunk. The Switzerland, however, is a line vessel, and can chase better
than we can, but how 1 will he able to get conl or wood for her gives
me great anxiety. 1 filled up af Vicksburg with provisions and coal,
which were flonted down to me in the night.

I have had five fights with the forts at Grand Gulf and Warrenton,
Lost 3 men af Grand Gulf,  Neither the AZbatross nor the Switzerland
lost any on their way down. . Albatross lost 1 in passing Port Tudson.

Let me hear from you as soon as possible. 1 am anxious to know
the news in relation to the disaster at Port Hudson.  Send me a syn-
opsis of the reports of the commanders. I sineerely hope that Captain
MeKinstry will lose neither his Tife nor his leg, I deeply reg